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THE WORK OF BIBLE SOCIETIES, 
A WORK OF FAITH. 
Extract from the Speech of the Rev. Mr. 

M‘Iivaine, of the Episcopal Church, 


Professor of Ethics, and Chaplain of 


the Military Academy, West Point, at 

the Ninth Anniversary of the American 

Bible Society. 

There is one question to be dis- 
tinctly settled, before we can reason- 
ably cherish a sanguine hope of 
accomplishing the noble objects of 
this work—a question, the decision 
of which should be well understood 
by all the advocates of Bible Socie- 
ties, and clearly explained to all 
whom they would gain to. their 
cause. I would express the ques- 
tion intended, in the following lan- 
guage. Upon what principles 
should we estimate the prospects of 
accomplishing the ultimate purposes 
contemplated in the general distribu- 
tion of the Scriptures? Should we 
form our estimate upon the princi- 
ples of ordinary calculation, or on 
the simple ground of Christian faith? 
Is it the natural order of cause and 
gee or a promised connexion be- 

en this work and the blessing of 
the Lord, on which we should rely 
for the achievement of our views? 
T trust I do not differ trom the senti- 


ments of any of this assembly in the 


Vot. 6...No. 12—Ttt 
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assertion, that this energetic struggle 
to enlighten our fellow-creatures in 
the knowledge of saving truth, by 
placing in their hands the Word of 
God, is altogether au cuterprise of 
faith, maintaining, indeed, is contest 
in the diligent use of ordinary means, 
but planting its banner upon the rock 
of faith, and gathering its supreme 
encouragement, not from any calcu- 
lation of human probabilities; not 
from any philosophic speculation 
upon the results to be anticipated: 


but simply from a believing consider- _ 


ation of the promise, power, ard 
faithfulness of God. Excuse me in 
occupying the time with which I may 
be indulged, in dwelling with zeal 
and emphasis upon this ilea—an 
idea familiar undoubtedly, and widely 
received, but which cannot be re- 
peated too often, nor professed too 
conspicuously, 

The work of Bible Societies, is 
a work of faith. Regarding it in 
any other light; placing it upon a 
footing, as to the principles on 
which its success should be expect- 
ed, with those usual enterprises of 
human exertion, where the prospect 
of success is only to be judged by 
the intrinsic efficiency of the instru- 
ments employed, and it must be 
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confessed I perceive no probability 
of reaching the great objects in view: 
no sufficient adaptation of means to 
the end; no adequate force for the 
difficulties to be encountered. I 
speak not of difficulues in the way 
of pecuniary supplies, nor of any 
which differences of language or of 
sect present. Suppose such ob- 
stacles every where surmounted, 
and the Scriptures distributed to 
every dwelling of all the kindreds 
under heaven, there js yet a most 
important end to be attained, and 
there are yet most obstinate diffi- 
culties to be overcome, before it 
can be asserted that the work of 
Bible associations has been attended 
with success. ‘To have the Bible 
not only received, but read, and to 
have it read with the interest and 
perseverance necessary to under- 
stand its blessed communications: 
not only to spread copies of the 
Scriptures, but, through — their 
agency, the precious knowledge of 
the truth as it is in Jesus: these are 
the ultimate objects, without the 
prospect of which, the labourers in 
this wide work could perceive no 
promise of adequate reward. Now 
it is the very task implied in these 
objects, for which, in the whole 
array of zeal and strength, so won- 
derfully enlisted in this cause; in its 
unparalleled alliance of wisdom, 
wealth, piety, and influence, the eye 
of ordinary calculation beholds no 
sufficicnt engagement of earthly 


means, and which, unless the eye of 


faith be fixed with single reliance 
upon the co-operating arm of the 


Almighty, has no aspect but one of 


downright discouragement. Com- 
paratively speaking, the great difli- 
culty is not to obtain Bibles for dis- 
tribution, nor in finding individuals 
willing to receive them, but to have 
them tell their message, to have 
them searched by those who are 
now listless and indifferent. This 
is the difficulty which meets us 
continually; which weighs with 
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emphatic discouragement upon the 
minds of worldly men, and must 
exert a most depressing influence 
on our zeal, till referred in faith 
to Him on whose gracious aid we 
have reason to depend for the eye 
to read, and the mind to examine, 
the Scriptures we distribute. This 
difficulty is peculiar to the disposi- 
tions of the natural mind in relation 
to the Bible, arising not so mucb 
from the indisposition of the multi- 
tude to mental exertion in general, 
as from their peculiar indisposition 
to exert their minds upor a book of 
the make and contents of the Bible. 
The Buble, left to itself to make its 
own way into the minds of men, is 
not adapted to attract the attention, 
win the interest, and lead on the 
search of the listless and depraved 
multitudes among whom it is to 
circulate. Curiosity in some, the 
pride of a litde knowledge in others, 
may lead to its perusal; but among 
all the millions of the destitute, 
whose pride and curiosity have so 
little occupation with books; and 
whose minds are so indolent and 
biassed, there is reason to fear that 
the sacred volume of divine truth, 
unless assisted by a stronger influ- 
ence than that of its own unvarnish- 
ed pages, in spite of all its literary 
beauties, and spiritual treasures, 
will find but a scanty few to peruse 
its instructions. Were we to sepa- 
rate from the Bible the idea of its 
being accompanied in its circulation 
by a divine energy, to awaken atten- 
tion to its pages, and secure from the 
indifferent and the hostile that care- 
ful perusal which it is not sufficiently 
popular in its own make to obtain; 
it may be asserted, without rashness, 
that a volume of the same instruc- 
tion, but more popular and attrac- 
tive in its form, as it would more 
probably arrest the eye of the igno- 
rant, might answer more appro- 
priately in many of the walks of vur 
distribution. Here, let it be remark- 
ed, I am not speaking of the fitness 








| 











1825. BIBLE SOCIETIES 
ofthe Bible for all the purposes of 
saving instruction to any who will 
apply themselves to its study. 
Given for a guide in the way of 
duty and salvation, to minds of 
every grade of intellect and learning, 
from the man who can bring all the 
lights of the most extensive litera- 
ture to elucidate its doctrines, to 
him that can just spell out its sen- 
tences, the Bible is its own best 
interpreter; so that there is no man 
who will read it carefully, but may 
become acquainted with every ar- 
ticle of his duty, and every doc- 
tii.e essential to salvation. This 
holy book is without defect, as re- 
gards allthe ends it was intended to 
answer. In the words of the learn- 
ed Horsley, “I will not scruple to 
assert, that the most illiterate Chris- 
tian, ifhe can but read his English 
Bible, and will take the pains to 
read it in the method of comparing 
Scripture with Scripture, will not 
only obtain all that practical know- 
ledge which is necessary to his sal- 
vation, but, by God’s blessing, be- 
come learned in every thing relating 
to his religion, im such a degree that 
he will not be liable to be misled, 
either by the refined arguments or 
by the false assertions of those who 
endeavour to engraft their own 
opinions upon the oracles of God.” 
But, still, inasmuch as among the 
multitudes of the destitute so few 
are willing to read with diligence, 
and the million is composed of 
minds unconcerned and indolent; of 
the wicked and inimical, having all 
customs and opinions, all prejudices 
and aversions; we say nothing 
derogatory to the wisdom, inspira- 
tion, and divine excellence of the 
Bible, in asserting, that if, in giving 
it to the destitute indifferent, our 
reliance be not upon an influence 
higher and stronger than its own to 
gain their attention, we see no en- 
couraging prospect of accomplish- 
ing extensively the most important 
purposes of this institution. Hence, 
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+ we infer that the sanguine expecta- 
tions of those who have gove owt in 
such hosts and spirit, to spread the 
saving truth of God, by the distribu. 
tion of the Scriptures; are founded 
upon no merely philosophical adap- 
tation of human means; no ordipary 
calculations from cause to effect; 
no studious comparison of the force 
of truth with the great moral wilder- 
ness to be subdued and enlightened; 
but upon the simple belief, that God 
will honour his Word by the com- 
pany of his grace, and, whether by 
the agency of other means or with- 
out them, will make it in some way 
or other “quick and powerful” to 
the conversion of sinners. “We 
walk by faith, not by sight,” is a 
declaration as applicable to the path 
of Bible Societies in the circulation 
ofthe Word, as to the path of their 
Christian members in their pilgri- 
mage to Heaven. Their plain en- 
couragement, and that which, in the 
failure of every other, shall weather 
out all the storms of opposition, is, 
simply, that the Holy Book, in its 
present construction, repulsive as it 
may be to many of those to whom 
it takes its message, is the Book of 
God, written for the use of the 
world; and that, while their calling 
is not to measure its fitness, but 
promote its circulation, the power 
of the Most High will achieve suc- 
cess to their labours; and just as he 
once removed the veil from their 
own eyes, to show them the beauty 
of his Word, and so often, to the 
poor and simple, hath made the 
Bible “the lamp of their feet, and 
the light of their path,” will go out 
to the farthest regions of the earth, 
whither the Scriptures shall be sent, 
to awaken them that sleep, and open 
the eyes of the blind to the way of 
salvation. Let any now object to 
these distributors of the bread of 


life, that he perceives in the Bible 


no intrinsic furce to spread the know- 
ledge of the truth to ignorant, indif- 








ferent, and wieked millions, and 
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their answer is at hand: that the 
intrinsic force of the Scriptures is 
not their great dependance, but the 
force of that Omnipotent One by 
whom the Scriptures were indited. 
Like St. Paul, in his preaching, the 
Bible comes “not with excellency 
of speech or of wisdom, declaring 
unto us the testimony of God’— 
‘not with enticing words of man’s 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power, that our faith 
should not stand in the wisdom of 
men, but in the power of God.” 
As the cross of Christ to the Greek 
and the Hebrew, the Bible may be 
foolishness”? to some, and “a stum- 
blingblock” to others; while to them 
who are saved, it is “the power and 
wisdom of God.” Thus do we 
arrive at the true worth and bold 
promise of the great work betore 
us, and behold the vast efforts for 
the distributiou of the Scriptures 
invested with all their rightful 
cignity, not merely as parts of a 
work of extensive benevolence, ad- 
mirable for its zeal, wonderful for 
its combinations, and glorious for 
its benefits, but as the several 
movements of an enterprise led by 
the Lord of Hosts for the rescue of 
hundreds of millions of immortal 
souls from the slavery of sin, and 
an eternity of misery—an enterprise 
projected in the wisdom and pro- 
ceeding in the strength of the Eter- 
nal; men its soldiers, the Word their 
weapon, and to the Triune God 
the glory everlasting. 

Men and Brethren, in a service 
so exalted and glorious, can the zeal 
of Christians ure ull the whole earth 
is covered with the knowledge of 
God? Commissioned by authority 
so supreme, and followed by sup- 
port so omnipotent, let us go forth 
in the confidence and single-eyed 
devotion of faithful Abraham, and 
though our way, like his, should be 
strange, and the land of our labours 
possessed by our enemies, a genera- 
tion shall at length arise in that land 
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to praise the God of the Bible. 
When scattering abroad the good 
seed of the Word, though it should 
seem to fall but among thorns, or on 
the sterile highway, yet let us trust 
the Lord for a harvest an hundred 
fold unto life everlasting. We wiil 
not countenance, indeed, that most 
unfounded charge, that in uniting 
our energies to circulate the Bible 
unattended by note er comment, 
we would separate those several 
means of grace which the Lord hath 
appointed to his Church. ‘Though, 
in our character as members of 
Bible Societies, we do not directly 
contribute to the support of the 
Ministry, the sending of Mission- 
aries, or the administration of the 
Sacraments; yet will we answer the 
objection of certain that oppose 
themselves, by letting it be manifest 
that if, in the support of all these 
means of grace, there are none to 
be found under the badge of a Bible 
Society; the most zealous, laborious, 
and liberal in that support, are the 
very men who, in the proper place, 
are the readiest to wear that badge, 
and toil in the cause it indicates. 
We do and will labour to send to 
the destitute all the privileges of the 
Gospel, all the means of heavenly 
grace; but, still, if ina state of need, 
it be but the solitary Bible we can 
afford, let none despair of a blessing. 
We will take the clay and spittle 
and lay it upon the eyes of the 
blind, trusting in Him that set us 
the example, for “light to arise out 
of darkness.”” We will take the 
few “barley Joaves’” and go out 
among the enhungered thousands, 
believing in God to make them the 
bread of life to multitudes. If, when 
we have taken up our burden of 
Bibles and found a region of want, 
we behold no desire for the word, 
but on every side the evidence of 
deplorable listlessness; every eye 
closed to the treasures of the 
Gospel; every ear deaf to its instruc- 
tions, let us not be “faithless, but 
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believing;’’ let us distribute our 
precious volumes and come away 
in confidence that He who first dis- 
played to us the treasures of his 
word, and so often, to the deaf and 
the obdurate, hath made his Scrip- 
tures speak a lesson of evercoming 
and converting force, will, in his own 
time and way, provide for his word 
not readers only, but rejoicing dis- 
ciples. Yea, though in the region 
of want we find but the universal 
evidence of the most appalling 
spiritual death; though, like a 
Prophet of old, we be led “into the 
muicst of a valley full of bones,” and 
human reason say unto us, in the 
spirit of unbelief, “son of man, can 
these dry bones live?” yet, in the 
name of God, may we bid those 
bones “receive the word of the 
Lord,” and the Spirit, as the “wind 
that bloweth where it listeth,’’ shall 
“breathe upon those slain’ and 
raise an army for the Lord of 
Hosts. 

Thus is the work of Bible Societies 
a work of faith, On the measure 
of our faith do our zeal, animation, 
and perseverance depend. ‘Then 
may the merciful “Lord increase 
our faith,’? and the faith of all our 
brethren in this work; and make us 
rejoice not only in hope of the glory 
of God in heaven, but in devout 
expectation that the time is not 
distant when his “praise shall be 
known upon earth, his saving health 
among all nations.”” But what be- 
sides praying, shall we do for the 
strength of our faith? Who that 
has “tasted the good word of God 
and felt the powers of the world to 
come,” is not ready to answer, 
“Search the Scriptures’? Learn 
the truth; feel its power; cherish its 
promises; “count all things but loss 
for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Jesus Chrisi;” then shall we have 
that living bread on which alone we 
can grow in faith. Thus, as we 
give away the Word of Life to the 
destitute, let us first press it in love 








to our own hearts, and may the 
industry of every advocate of this 
work, in circulating the Scriptures, 
be only exceeded by his diligence 
in reading and his faithfulness in 
obeying them! 


For the Repertory, 
Mr. Editor: 3 

The fpllowing remarks upon the 
offices of the Holy Ghost, are sent 
you, for insertion in your useful 
Miscellany; should you deem them 
calculated to promote the cause of 
our Divine Master.  Epwanps. 


That the Holy Ghost is truly and 
essentially God, is evident from ma- 
ny plain passages of Scripture, as 
well as from the fact, that the same 
perfections, such as eternity, ompi- 
science, kc. are ascribed to him, in 
the same manner that they are to the 
Father and the Son. But on his 
divinity or personality, I shall not 
now remark, but proceed to consi- 
der his official character. 

The first office which I shall 
mention is, that he convinces of sin, 
‘‘And when he is come, he will con- 
vince or reprove the world of sin, 
because they belicve not on me,” 
John xvi. 8. To bring mankind to 
a knowledge of their lost and ruined 
situation, different methods are fre- 
quently used, but ultimate success 
is uniformly ascribed to the quick- 
ening power of the blessed Spirit. 
But sometimes, there is an extraor- 
dinary conviction wrought instanta- 
neously, and apparently without the 
use of the ordinary means. Such 
was the fact with St. Paul, when 
he heard that solemn voice—Saul, 
Saul, why persecutest thou me? 
Ile seems to have been instantly 
converted: and asked, Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do? In the 
life of Col. Gardiner, we have a si- 
milar instance; and such occasion- 
ally come under the observation of 
most ministers. By the mere exer- 
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cise of his own powers, man can ne- 
ver discover the real situation of his 
soul, and that the balm of Gilead is 
needful to communicate life and 
health. From hearing the doctrine 
of human depravity inculcated, or 
from considering the distressing si- 
tuation of the world groaning under 
iuiquity, the judgment may be con- 
vinced of its truth, and yet the heart 
may not have been moved! ~How, 
then, can this be effected? In no 
other way than by the Holy Giost. 

In addition to the office of con- 
vincing of sin, that of teaching, or 
leading, or instructing, is assigned 
to the Holy Spirit, as we find trom 
John xiv. 26. But the Comforter, 
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father will send in my name; he 
shall teach you all things, and bring 
all things to your remembrance, 
whatsoever I have said unto you.— 
And in xvi. 13, When he, the Spi- 
rit of truth, is come, he will guide 
you into all truth. When once con- 
vinced of sin, the first desire of the 
heart is to be led into the right way, 


as it is contained in the Word of } 


God. Its language is that of the 
Psalmist—“Show me thy ways, O 
Lord; teach me thy paths; lead me 
in thy truth, and teach me, for thou 
art the God of my salvation; on thee 
do I wait all the day.” Being by 
nature blind, or shortsighted, when 
we follow the guidance of our own 
miads, we are prove to wander from 
the truth; and, consequently, we 
need instruction: from above. But 
ih what way are we taught and led 
by the Spirit? The will of God is 
contained in the volume of inspira- 
tion, which must be carefully read 
and examined; and by the i:nfluen- 
ces of the Spirit, its truths wiil be 
brought home tothe heart. We are 
nut to expect au audible voice to 
speak, saying, This is the way, walk 
ye init. Nor are we to expect any 
sudden impression to be made upon 
‘the imagination, as significant of 
God’s will; nor any impulse tu pur- 


O¥FICES OF THE HOLY GHOS1. 
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sue a particular course, unsanctione 
ed by the revealed will of God.— 
Those who are influenced by any 
such rule, may calculate upon fall- 
ing into most serious errors. Hence 
the propriety of St. John’s exhorta- 
tion—**Beloved, believe not every 
spirit; but try the spirits, whether 
they are of God.” 

To comfort the believer under 
trials and afflictions, is also an office 
of the Holy Ghost. It is thus re- | 
corded in John xiv. 16—I will pray 
the Father, and he will give you 
another comforter, even the Spirit 
of Truth, that he may abide with 
you. This promise was made to 
the disciples, just before the Re- 
deemer left them. At the mention 
of his departure, they were even 
much distressed: for they were to 
be left in a world of sorrow and suf- 
fering, as sheep without a shepherd. 
But, by this and similar promises, 
they were encouraged not to be dis- 
heartened; that when he, their near- 
est and dearest friend should be re- 
moved, they would then have the 
Comforter to abide with them still, 
and that continually. Much did the 
Apostles need the comforts of the 
Holy Ghost, during the whole period 
of their earthly pilgrimage. Under 
every difficulty they were supported 








and upheld. When confined within 
the limits of a prison, having their 
| hancs and feet bound by fetters and 
/chains, we read that they sang 
| praises to God. When arraigned 
| before the tribunals of the mighty, 
_ they are instructed what they should 
| speak, which they did with all bold- 
ness, to the confusion and astonish- 
ment of their judges and accusers. 
And when called to endure the trial 
of dying, as martyrs to the religion 
which they professed, they shrink 
nut, but with fortitude and boldness, 
meet “the tyrant death,” either at 
the stake or in the flames, counting 
it all joy that they were deemed 
worthy to suffer for the cause of 





Christ! As his first servants need- 
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ed the influences of the Spirit, so do 
all in every age of the Church.— 
Man is continually exposed to tials 
and disappointments, to suffering 
and afflicuon, from which he is not 
exempted by religion. The Chris- 
tian equally with others, is liable to 
worldly losses; and to the loss of 
friends and relations. If he be de- 
prived of his earthly possessions, it 
makes him more zealous in “labour- 
ing for the meat which endureth unto 
everlasting Life.”’ Bereaved of his 
friends and relations, he is consoled 
with the reflection that he has a 
friend who will never forsake him, 
and to Jesus does he cling more 
closely. The Spirit reminds him 
of the precious promises, which are 
contained in the word of God, for 
his instruction and benefit. “Be 
careful for nothing, but in every 
thing, by prayer and supplication, 
with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God,”’ Psalm lv. 
22. Cast thy burden upon the 
Lord, and he shall sustain thee: he 
shall never suffer the righteous to 
be moved, Isaiah 1. 10. Who is 
among you that feareth the Lord, 
that obeyeth the voice ol his servant, 
that walketh in darkness, and hath 
no light? Let him trust in the name 
of the Lord, and stay upon his God. 
“The Apostle assures the Corin- 
thians that all things are theirs, and 
in a different place we are told, that 
all things work together for good to 
them that love God.” Though the 
hopes of the believer are all blasted, 
by having his earthly comforts re- 
moved; though his paths are hedg- 
ed up by thorns and briars; though 
he may be besieged by cnemies on 


every side; and though storms of 


adversity assail his soul, yet let him 
be fearless and undismayed; for the 
power of the Most High is engaged 
in his defence and protection, In 


the hour of death, when all things 
sublunary are receding from view, 
then more than at any other time, 
rs needed the comforting and up- 
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| holding power of the blessed Spirit. 
Psalm cxvi. 15.—Precious in the 
sight of the Lord, is the death of his 
| Saints. ‘lo the Christian, death has 
frequently no sting and the grave no 
terror. His affections are placed 
(upon the realiues of eternity. He 
has the witness within him that he 
is a child of God, and that he shall 
be made happy in heaven. Under 
these impressions, instead of being 
disquieted and alarmed, at the pros- 
pect of having soul and body sever- 
ed; his language is “come Lord Je- 
sus, come quickly.”” The Spirit 
now imparts a peace of mind which 
the pains of a decaying nature, can- | 
not interrupt; and a holy joy and - 
love, which raise the soul to heaven, 
or bring down heaven into the soul. 
From witnessing with what calmness 
and serenity, the Christian is ena- 
bled to meet death, numbers have 
been led to acknowledge the excel- 
lency of religion, and to seek it for 
themselves. Let me die the death 
of the righteous, and let my“last end 
be like his. Reader, if you would 
die like the Patriarch Jacob, (Gen- 
esis xlix. 33.) who having made an 
end of commanding his sons, gath- 
ered up his feet into the bed, and 
yielded up the Ghost—or if like the 
Protomartyr Stephen, who being 
stoned, (Actsvii 59 & 60) cried Lord 
Jesus, receive my Spirits Lord, lay 
not this sin to their charge; and then 
fell asleep in the arms of the Sa- 
viour—if you would die like these 
holy men of old, it must proceed 
; from the comforting and upholding 
_ influences of the blessed Spirit. 
The last prerogative of the Holy 
| Ghost which I shall mention, is that 
of sanctifying the soul. 2 Thess. ii. 
/13. But we are bound to give 
thanks always to God, for you, bre- 
thren, beloved of the Lord; because 
God hath from the beginning, cho- 
sen you to salvation, through sanc- 
tification of the Spirit and belief of 
the truth. Rom. xv. 16. That I 
should be the minister of Jesus 
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Christ to the Gentiles; ministering 
the Gospel of God, that the offering 
up of the Gentiles might be accep- 
table, being sanctified by the Holy 
Ghost. He may be termed holy, 
because he proceeds from the Fa- 
ther and the Son, and because his 
chief object is to produce holiness 
in the hearts of men. When the 
Spirit possesses the soul, we then 
have in embryo all those graces and 
gifts, which can render us meet for 
the blissful presence of the triune 
God. It is the implantation of a 
new principle, which will not cease 
to operate, until having diffused its 
healing properties, it renovates and 
restores the whole spiritual frame: 
not that it expels all the unruly pro- 
pensities, and sinful dispositions, 
which keep the very best in bond- 
age all their days, but it biasses the 
soul habitually to God’s will. There 
is a law in his members, so that 
what he would do, he frequently 
leaves undone. And he adopts the 
language of the Apostle: O wretch- 
ed man that I am, who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death.— 
The more we receive of the Spirit, 
the more holy do we become. This 
is a portion of the divine life or 
character imparted to man, natu- 
rally a froor sinful worm of the 
dust. This is the water of which 
our Saviour spoke, in conversing 
with the woman of Samaria, John iv. 
14. But whosoever drinketh of the 
water that I shall give him, shall ne- 
ver thirst; but the water that I shall 
give him, shall be in him a well of 
water, springing up unto everlasting 
life. It is compared to leaven, 
which leaveneth the whole lump; to 
a grain of mustard seed, which in 
time becomes a tree. From which 
we perceive that its tendency is to 
grow, to increase, toexpand. This 
shows that the heart is deceitful and 
desperately wicked; that it must un- 
dergo a radical change, that we 
must have a better righteousness 
thanourown. This shows the cross 
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of Jesus, the sinner’s friend, all stain- 
ed with hallowed blood, and that 
all may be accepted through his 
merits and sufficiency. Jesus is the 
stone which the builders rejected, 
but he has now become the head- 
stone of the corner. He is the rock 
of ages. And, by the influences of 
the Holy Ghost, “we are rooted and 
established in the faith,’’ and “as 
lively stones we are built up a spi- 
ritual house, a holy priesthood, to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices, accep- 
table to God by Jesus Christ.”? This 
commences, and carries on the work 
of religion in the heart, “until we 
arrive at the fulness of the stature 
of perfect men in Christ Jesus.” 
This produces an intense longing 
after full and perfect conformity to 
the Divine image. It draws the 
Christian to make greater attain- 
ments in the life of religion, and to 
become holy even as God is holy. 
By spiritual influence, how far have 
some gone in recovering the image 
which was effaced from the heart by 
the fall of our first parents; while 
here in the form of mortals, they 
have almost led the life of angels. 
Irom the proficiency made in this 
way, the belief has been excited in 
the minds of not a few, that they had 
wholly subdued the power of sin, 
and that they were already perfect. 
Sinless perfection is not, we believe, 
a doctrine of Christianity, and can- 
not be obtained. But, reader, might 
we not advance much nearer the 
high standard, which is contained in 
the word of God; Be ye perfect, as 
your Father which is in heaven is 
perfect; which, however, has never 
been fully attained by any save the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 1f we use the 
means faithfully, the Spirit will co- 
operate with us; and we shall thus 
grow in grace and in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The Christian should not 
be satisfied with having his walk and 
conversation squared by the pre- 
cepts of God’s word; with being 
holy in the sight of his fellow-mor- 
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tals; but as the Spirit dwells in the 
soul, we should have the house with- 
in fe from all unholy passions, 
and desires, and imaginations: for 
the eye of God looks to the heart, 
as well as to the outward conduct. 
Reader, whoever thou art, young 
or old, press forward—and finally, 
when death shall be swallowed up 
in victory, by grace through faith, 
you shall obtain as the premium of 
your labours, a crown of glory 
which shall never fade away. 

Do the ministers of the Gospel 
desire that their preaching may be 
made instrumental to the conversion 
of their hearers; then it is their 
bounden duty, having done all else 
that is required, to look to God for 
the influence of the Holy Ghost to 
carry the word hpme to the heart, 
with “energy divine’—“that it may 
accomplish that whereto the Lord 
sends it.” When in doubt and un- 
certainty as to the path of duty, we 
should beseech God to lead us by the 
Spirit, in the way in which we should 
walk. When cast down by earthly 
cares and disappointments, let us 
look to God for comfort: “for from 
him only cometh our help.” When 
the power of sin is wrankling within, 
and the heart groans under its bur- 
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den, we should remember that the 
old Jeaven, can only be purged away 
by the operations of the Spirit, “by 
which we are sanctified.” In con- 
clusion, the suggestion is made, that 
it is the duty of all who have named 
the name of Jesus Christ, to be 
much engaged in prayer to God, 
for a general outpouring of the Spi- 
rit, to revive that heaven-descended 
religion, which is now at too low an 
ebb in most of our congregations. 
O that the Church might arise and 
shine in her primitive beauty! Then 
let Christians seek large measures 
ofthe Holy Ghost, and be heavenly- 
minded in their walk and conversa- 
tion. Showing forth these fruits: 
“love, joy, long suffering, gentleness, 
goodness;” then their light will so 
shine around them, that all will “take 
knowledge that they have been with 
Jesus.” 

May it please God to grant unto 
the reader the Holy Ghost, to,con- 
vince him of sin; to teach him the 
truth as it is in Jesus Christ; to ad- 
minister to him comfort in“every 
time of distress; and to build hit 
up in the most holy faith; that he 
may be made meet for the blissful 
presence of the Lord. 


HAiscellancous DOecpartinent. 


A MEDIATOR INDISPENSABLE TO 
MAN. 
To the Editor of the Repertory. 

I enclose for publication in your 
Journal, an interesting extract of 
a letter from a friend in Newbury- 
port, Ms. under date of 17th Sept. 
1824. True, my friend, the wri- 
ter, intended his references to the 
boy of Ceylon and the young man 
of Massachusetts, and to the two 
mediators, which, tho’ so dissimi- 
lar, appeared to give the same con- 
solations in death, to disprove the 
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diator, by the inference that any 
thing, no matter what, which may 
engross our affections and secure 
our confidence, will answer as 
well as Jesus Christ. But out of 
the very fact that the persons re- 
ferred to, could not be composed 
till there should interpose between 
their minds and the invisible God, 
a something upon which to rely; is 
to be, with far greater conclusive- 
ness, derived the proof of the en- 
tire adaptation of the Gospel sys-, 
tem, and the mediatorial charac- 
ter and offices of Jesus Christ, to 
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our nature and our relation to the 
Deity. A Mediator is felt to be 
essential, it appears, as well in Cey- 
lon as in America. The false and 
dumb idol which gave consolation 
to the boy of that island, cannot be 
received as proof that any kind of 
a thing will do; but rather, that 
the mind in its utmost extremity, 
feels the need of something—and 
when “the only Mediator’? cannot 
be embraced, for the want of a pro- 
per apprehension of his character 
and attributes, and an idol of wood 
is embraced; the proposition, that 
a Mediator is indisfensadble to the 
mind of man, is clearly illustrated. 
As well might we conclude, that 
because one man should seize a 
straw to save him from sinking, 
and another should take to a boat, 
that therefore a boat and a straw 
were of equal value, and answered 
the same purposes to the drown- 
ing man. Whilst every drowning 
man feels the importance of some- 
thing to sustain him, and would 
catch at the least substance within 
his reach, it would not for that 
reason be fair to infer that all the 
world, if properly instructed, would 
be indifferent to the superior safe- 
ty which a boat would afford, over 
a straw, to a drowning man. 


T. M. L. 


“T perfectly agree with you, as 
to the necessity of a Mediator, and 
for the purposes I before stated to 
you; but I don’t think that all na- 
tions, and every people, stand in 
ueed of the same: and the follow- 
ing facts, I think, will justify me 
in this opinion. 

“About twenty-one years ago, I 
resided in Columbo, on the Island 
of Ceylon: and, without troubling 
you with a long story how I got 
there, &c. kc. I would observe that 
my misfortune excited the sympa- 


_thy of a young man who was a na- 


tive Hindoo. We became parti- 
enlarly attached to each other— 
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and, indeed, I loved him well. He 
visited me every day, when I was 
in the Columbo Hospital; his art 
and his purse were alike open to 
my sufferings and my sorrows,— 
After I had got the better of my 
sickness, (which was brought on 
by a passage of 205 days from 
Marseilles, and being almost starv- 
ed to death,) he insisted and pre- 
vailed on me to go with him to his 
mother’s house, which was about 
ten miles from the garrison, in the 
interior. Here let me observe that 
my friend, by his industry and per- 
severance, had made himself a 
pretty good English scholar, and, 
as far as I am capable of judging, 
understood Latin tolerably well. 
He had moreover divested him- 
self—at least profi:ssedly so—of all 
those idolatrous and whimsical su- 
perstitions of his parents. Many 
hours did we spend together, re- 
flecting on the follies of mankind 
in all ages aud countries; for whe- 
ther we looked back to the anci- 
ents, or forward to the prospects 
before us, still we found mankind 
the same as to their nature—al- 
ways superstitious, and always dis- 
posed to conjure up some inter- 
mediate deity, that should stand 
as Mediator between them and 
their Maker. I always, however, 
found, when speaking with him on 
those subjects, he would touch 
with the gentlest deference respec- 
ting the little wooden god, with @ 
pair of crow’s wings nailed on its 
shoulders, before which his father 
kneeled; and that he would fre- 
quently dwell with the fondest re- 
collection on the days of his child- 
hood and innocence, when his kind 
and good father used to take him 
by the hand, and kneel before this 
little god. He would tell me of 
the tears, the pious teare his father 
had shed before it; and how oftes 
he, too, had cried, because he saw 
his father. If I chanced to smile 


at the woeden deity, I found it ra- 
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ther hurt his feelings; and, yet, 
when we sat down to reason on the 
nature of those things, and on spi- 
ritual matters, no one was more 
severe than him against them.— 
We were perfectly united in our 
Opinions, that the Great and Al- 
mighty God was all-sufficient for 
man to lean upon, even in the bit- 
terest adversity and the strongest 
sufferings. To make short the 
Story, my friend was taken sick. 
I watched with him day and night, 
and endeavoured to pay back the 
kindness he had shown me when 
in the Hospital. As his mind be- 
came weakened, I found it neces- 
sary to increase my zeal to keep it 
fixed on Deity. He grew very 
weak, and became unhappy and 
dissatisfied. The third night be- 
fore he died, being alone with him, 
he calle: me to his bed-side, and 
asked. me to give him my hand.— 
I did so; and he exclaimed, O, my 
Friend, my God has left me! My 
Father in Heaven, frowns on me! 
My Mother cries continually, and 
says her son is lost. My soul is 
wandering alone, and none will 
give it rest. Sigh followed sigh 
in quick succession; and he evi- 
dently showed that something now 
was wanting, I asked him where 
was the God before whom he and his 
father had bowed and worshipped. 
In a moment his eye brightened, 
and joy streaked his countenance. 
I found I had struck the cord: and 
when I handed to him the idol, the 
tears gushed from his eyes, his 
tongue and lips were busy in prayer, 
and in a few minutes he said to me, 
O, my Friend, my soul is now at 
rest—it is easy. My Mother will 
now be happy. My Father no 
ionger frowns in Heaven at me. 
“Nine months since, I lost a 
friend in this town, who had been 
afflicted with consumption about 
ten years; during which time we 
often talked of death—nearly eve- 
ry day we talked on this subject, 








and others arising out of it. He 
was strong in the belief of God; 
and though brought up under a 
Trinitariaw Minister, appeared to 
have got the better of all his early 
impressions, Still, he would not 
trifle with these things, although 
he felt himself a serious Deist.— 
But when he grew weak, his mind 
by gradations, which, were it not 
for intruding too much on your 
patience, I would notice; brought 
itself down to complete misery; 
and when, which was just before 
he died, he said to me that his 
mind was like a bird that kept up- 
on the flutter, without a place to 
rest on; | remembered my friend 
in India,—and exclaimed, for J 
found he wished me so to do, Mr. 
A » you must embrace Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified. He 
burst into tears, and said, I am 
happy.” 





To the Editor of the Repertory, 
Reverend Sir: 

The promptness with which you 
have given insertion to the Extract 
from De Superville’s Sermons, has 
encouraged me to prepare another 
for the same purpose. The one 
now presented, was selected by the 
Editors of the Eclectic Review, (a 
popular and valuable periodical 
work, published in London) as justi- 
fying the unqualified approbation 
which they expressed on the publi- 
cation of the first volume of the 
translation. I feel myself justified 
however, in observing, that these 
two extrac's are very little, if‘at all, 
superior to the generality of his ex- 
ordiums. If the observation of an 
eminent Divine is correct, that “a 
good preacher is known by his in- 
troductions,” it may be safely as- 
serted that De Superville claims a 
station in the very highest order. 
Every Sermon is introduced by some 
allegory, or sublime (comparison. 
Let it not however be supposed, that 
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the Sermons themselves are in any 
respect inferior to the exordiums; 
on the contrary, the latter may be 
considered as an ornamented porti- 


co to a splendid palace, thé magni-’ 


ficence of which is justly anticipated 
from the beauty of the entrance. 
As visitors regard the porch of a 
building only en passant, and are 
urged by a momentary admiration 
of its beauties, still more ardently 
to desire an introduction to the inte- 
rior, so I trust that the extracts 
communicated, will induce your rea- 
ders to wish for a more intimate ac- 
quaintance with the whole work; in 
the accomplishment of which, I hope 
that the managers of your excellent 
Miscellany will act the part of gen- 
tlemen-ushers, (as they are denomi- 
nated in Europe) by expressing 
their candid opinion of its value. 
Further extracts shall be furnished, 
as preparatory to this step, if requir- 
ed. With sentiments of the highest 
esteem, | remain yours sincerely, 
J. Reynoups. 
Charlotte Hall, April 12th, 1825. 


The Exordium of a Sermon on the 
Vanity of the World, from 1 John ii. 
17. “The World passeth away and the 
Lust thereof; but he that doeth the will 
of God, abideth for ever. *’ Translated 
rom the French of Daniel De Super- 
ville, Sen. Minister of the Walloon 
Church at Rotterdam. 

It is a magnificent sight to behold 

a large river, the waters of which 

roll with impetuosity. This is an 

object upon which our attention is 
agreeably fixed, especially on a se- 
rene summer’s day, when the water 
appears clear and pure, and the ri- 
ver is covered with men and boats. 
In one place we perceive the~fish 
swimming and taking their pastime; 
in another a fisherman, who holds 
out to them the deceitful bait of the 
fish-hook, or entangles them in his 
net; clsewhere a swimmer, who 
cleaves the waves or endeavours to 
oppose the stream; and here and 
there barges and ships, some of 
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which are ascending with difficulty, 
and others are descending with ra- 
pidity, aided by the current and 
urged forward by the seamen exer- 
cising their oars. While standing 
on the margin of the river, our at- 
tention is irresistibly attracted by all 
these objects, and we are led to fol- 
low, at least with our eyes, the rapid 
waves pushing each other along 
with a swiftness which excites our 
admiration. But how transitory is 
the whole scene! how inconstant 
the various objects! Whilst we 
look upon them, they are going 
away; the water, which perpetually 
runs, swifily passes, and does not 
remain one moment in the same 
bed; but hastens to carry its tribute 
to the sea, in which itis swallowed 
up and lost; the objects which it pre- 
sented change, or remove afar off, 
and the vessel continues its course. 
It is only the bank of the river and 
the tranquil spectator standing upon 
it, that continue the same. The 
flood rolls at his feet, the waves pass 
along, and he, without embarking 
upon the stream, permits them to 
depart, and after having followed 
them some time with his eyes and 
his contemplation, he finds himselt 
still in the same situation upon the 
shore, where he remains firm and 
at rest. My Brethren, this appears 
to me a natural image of the world 
and the true Christian. The world 
which passes away—the creatures, 
with their uncertain continuance, 
hurried along by time, constitute 
this large and rapid river, which 
presents to the sight an agreeable 
object admirably diversified. Here 
we behold an almost innumerable 
multitude of creatures, each acting 
its part, and presenting various de- 
grees of beauty and usefulness.— 
There we see men who swim in 
voluptuousness, and delight them- 
selves in pleasure: others, who, like 
the fisherman, cast the net, and in 
cessantly prepare the bait and the 
hook, in order that they may make 
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a prey of the simple and the unwary. 
We see elsewhere, those who strug- 
gle against the stream, undertaking 
dangerous enterprizes, and endea- 
vyouring to execute great designs. 
All are occupied in conducting, as 
well as they can, the bark of their 
fortune. This scene of human bus- 
ue is too interesting not to attract 
our attention; but while we survey 
it, it disappears from our view, and 
the figure vanishes from our sight. 
All these men are hurried away as 
in a moment, and while we are be- 
holding them, they glide from us, 
with their passions and their designs, 
as the waves which are precipitated 
towards the sea. ‘The spectator 
who views them to profit, is the true 
believer. He it is, who is not car- 
ried away by the torrent of time, 
because he keeps eternity in view, 
and considers himself as designed 
for it by his Creator. He it is, who 
stands tranquil on the shore. He 
contemplates the river, but he re- 
mains unmoved; because he is not 
attached to the vanity of the crea- 
tures; but, on the contrary, he is la- 
bouring for heaven. He has not 
embarked upon these waters; nor 
does he follow the course of this 
present world, the inconstancy of 
which he is well acquainted with. 
He permits the creatures to pass 
near him, but he will neither arrest 
them nor pursue them. On the 
contrary, instructed by their flight, 
and convinced of their vanity and 
inconstancy, he attaches himself to 
God; and it may truly be said of him, 
that by his faith and hope, he js al- 
ready placed upon tirm ground—he 
has his feet fixed upon the rock.— 
Whence it follows, that while the 
world is passing away, he abides 
continually. This is what St. John 
designs to teach us, when he saith, 
“The world passeth away, and the 
lust thereof; but he who docth the 
will of God, abideth for ever.” 
The Apostle wishes to turn away 
all Christians, andyparticularly young 
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people, from the love of the world, 
which is so common and so dange- 
rous. He had just before said, 
“Love not the world, neither the 
things that are in the world.” He 
had assigned a strong reason for this 
advice, by adding, “// any man love 
the world, the love of the Father ia 
not in him.” But he wished to add 
another reason, drawn from the in- 
constancy of the world in itself, and 
from the disproportion there js be- 
tween the condition of this world 
and that of believers. The former 
tends to destruction by time, which 
devours all things; the latter is ap- 
pointed to subsist in eternity. 


Cp? The Editors of the periodical 
works before mentioned, are respectful- 
ly requested to insert this extract also, 
and any others that may hereafter be 
published in the Repertory; and they are 
also solicited to express their opinion of 
| the work, (as far as they may deem 
| themselves justified in judging from 
| these samples) and of the probability 
that the publication of the Sermons, 
would meet with encouragement or not, 





RISE AND FALL OF POPERY IN 
JAPAN. 


Mr. Hough, Chaplain to the British East 
India Company on the Madras estab- 
lishment, in an answer to the work of 
Abbe Dubois, on Missions and Trans- 
lations in India, introduces the follow- 
ing history of the Catholic missions te 
Japan, 

We are not to attribute the suc- 
cess of the Roman Catholics in Ja- 
pan to Xavier alone. He was ac- 
companied by many Jesuits from 
various parts of India; and several 
others arrived about the same time 
from Macao. Nor are we to infer 
from it, that there was something in 
the nature or character of the Ja- 
panese superior to the mental, or 
moral qualifications of the Hin- 
doos, which prepared them to give 
the spiritual and humbling doc- 
trines of the Cross a more favour- 
able reception. Their success a- 
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rose, first, from the extensive con- 
nexions which the Portuguese had 
already formed with the natives, by 
their commercial intercourse, and 
numerous intermarriages with fami- 
lies of the first respectability; which 
circumstance, would undoubtedly, 
prepare them to adopt the religion 
of with whom they were so 
closely related. And, secondly, the 
established religion of the country 
so nearly resembled the constitution 
and forms of the Roman church, 
that it required no great sacrifice of 
views and principles in the Japanese 
to embrace the Roman Catholic 
modification of Christianity. , Their 
religion resembled, in so matiy par- 
ticulars, the institutions, pretensions, 
and practices of the Roman Catholic 
church, that the Japanese were pre- 
pared, in a remarkable manner, to 
embrace that form of the Christian 
religion which the Jesuits introduc- 
ed into their country. No wonder 
then, that the proselytes flocked to 
them by thousands and tens of thou- 
sands.—They are said to have con- 
verted one third of the empire; 
among whom were royal princes, 
viceroys, magistrates, and many 
other persons of distinction. Indeed 
under the then existing circumstan- 
ces, it would have been matter of 
surprise had they not met with un- 
exampled success. 

But this prosperity was not of 
long continuance. In about a cen- 
tury after the introduction of popery 
into Japan, a severe persecution was 
raised by the government of the 
empire against the Roman Catho- 
dics; which, in 16389, ended in the 
total extermination of the Portu- 
guese. The government became 
jealous of the immense wealth which 
the Portuguese were accumulating, 
and exporting out of their dominions. 
The pride and intolerance of their 
bishops grew insupportable. Not | 
content with the superintendence | 
of spiritual affairs, they interfered 
with politics and the councils of the 
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state, and endeavoured to assume a 
superiority over the nobility of the 
empire. One haughty prelate in 
particular, meeting one of the chief 
counsellors of the state, refused to 
pay him that deference which he 
was entitled to receive. This inso- 
lence provoked him to prefer heavy 
complaints at court: and thereby the 
ritation of government, already ex- 
cited against the Portuguese, was 
considerably increased. There was 
reason to apprehend that they intend- 
ed to effect a revolution in the state; 
and the interception of two letters, 
written by them, detected and ex- 
plained their treacherous designs. 
The storm that had been gathering for 
some time, now burst with a tremen- 
dous explosion. Instantly they were, 
with their clergy and Japanese kin- 
dred, ordered to quit the country. 
The other Japanese Christians were 
detained: those who were from home 
commanded to return; and, in a 
short time, the whole were put to 
death. The final blow to the Roman 
Catholic interest in Japan, wasstruck 
in one day; when above $7,000 
members of that church perished by 
fire and sword. 

The Portuguese made several at- 
tempts to recover the ground they 
had lost. On one occasion they 
sent a splendid embassage from 
Macao to the court of Japan; but the 
emperor ordered the whole (61 
persons) to be beheaded—saving 
only a few of their meanest servants, 
who were preserved to carry home 
~ sad intelligence of their masters’ 

ate. 

The Japanese have from that time 
adopted every possible measure to 
prevent the introduction of christi- 
anity into the empire; and, identify- 
ing the Protestant with the Catholic 
faith, under the general term of 
Christianity, their precautions are 
used alike against the professors of 
those opposite Creeds. Their 
laws are extremely rigorous against 
teachers of the Gbristian religion.” 











“The following inscription is placed 
- gt the head of the stone tablet oflaws, 
which are fixed up in ail public 
places, and even in the streets— 
“Whosoever knows any individual, 
who has taught Christianity, and can 
convict him thereof, shall receive a 
reward of 500 silver pieces.’”” One 
law prohibits masters from hiring 
servants, until they receive from 
them a written assurance of their 
not being Christians. Another en- 
acts, ‘If any European, residing in 
Japan, shall attempt to teach our 
people the christian faith, he shall 
undergo a severe punishment, and 
shall not be restored to his native 
country.” ‘Their laws protect all 
foreigners within the empire from 
corporal punishment, except “those 
who attempt to induce Japanese sub- 
jects to embrace Christianity.” 
They prohibit the teaching of Chris- 
tians to read and write their lan- 
guage; and even exclude from the 
public service every Japanese who 
has lived among Christians in a 
foreign country. 

Such is their concern to preserve 
and propagate this contempt of the 
Christian religion, that “in Nangasa- 
ki, where Christianity had made the 
greatest progress, there is a stair- 
case, on the steps of which are laid 
various ornaments and utensils of 
the Catholic Church, and on the first 
step a crucifix” (and images of the 
Virgin Mary and some other saints.) 

“On New-year’s day all the inhabi- 
tants of Nangasaki are obliged to as- 
cend these steps, and, as a proof that 
they are not Christians, trample on 
the articles.” “Even young children, 
unable to walk, are held down by 
their mothers to touch the images 
with their feet.” 

The Japanese informed captain 
Golowinn, that this strict prohibition 
of Christianity by their laws, was 
solely to be attributed to the mischie- 
vous civil wars which arose in Japan 
after its introduction. 

Sach is briefly the rise and fall of 
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popery in Japan: and the Roman 
Catholics are chargeable with the 
guilt of producing these inveterate 
prejudices, and thus closing every 
avenue against the introduction of the 
Gospel into that extensive island. It 
was by similar conduct that they pro- 
voked against themselves a severe 
persecution in China, also; and oc- 
casioned in the rulers of that vast 
empire a resolution equally deter- 
mined to exclude the Christian 
religion. , 


Speech of his Excellency Governor 
Clinton, at the opening of the An- 
niversary meeting of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society. 

GENTLEMEN: 

Occasions of this kind are always 
calculated to produce the most so- 
lemn emotions; for the objects of 
these Annual Meetings are connect- 
ed with time and eternity; with our 
present and future state of existence. 
That Christianity has elevated the 
character of man, and blessed him 
in his domestic connexions and in 
his social relations, cannot be denied 
by the most obdurate scepticism. 
We must indeed shut our eyes 
against the light of truth, if we do 
not yield implicit faith to the exalt- 
ing and ameliorating virtues of our 
divine religion. We can perhaps 
form a striking estimate of its bless- 
ings, by supposing that it had never 
shed its effulgence upon the nations. 
What then would have been the 
state of the world? Inall probability, 
thie Gothic darkness which benight- 
ed mankind on the breaking up of 
the Roman Empire, would have 
been perpetuated. Man would 
have lost his recuperative energies, 
and the revolutions of ages would 
have witnessed his torpid inactivity 
and hopeless debasement. 

The star that attracted the won- 
dering curiosity of the wise men of 
the East, has become a Sun of light 
to the human race; and wherever 
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its radiations have reached, it has 
been the parent of cultivation, of 
civilization, of knowledge, and of 
virtue. Christianity being a revela- 
tion from God, recorded in certain 
books denominated the Bible, it 
must be evident that we can never 
have a full and satisfactory view of 
its doctrines, unless we are pos- 
sessed of the writings which pro- 
mulgate them. In diffusing these 
sacred volumes, we of course per- 
form asolemn duty, and render an 
all-important benefit to the world. 
This day witnesses this meeting for 
that purpose—a day devoted to con- 
sultations on the ways and means of 
promoting human happiness, and on 
extending and strengthening the 
golden everlasting chain that binds 
together the heavens and the earth 
—a meeting composed of many of 
the pious and the wise ofour country, 
who, overlooking all sectarian differ- 
ences, have assembled in this temple 
of concord and have concentrated 
their energies in favour of the 
highest interests of the human race. 
A day so solemn, a purpose so 
benevoleat, an assembly so respect- 
able, would produce the most grati- 
fying feelings in all who hear me, 
were we not reminded by the ab- 
sence of the distinguished heads of 
this Institution of the melancholy 
privations that we suffer. Our first 
President has left us for another and 
a better world, and his successor is 
disabled by bodily infirmities from 
attending in this place. The worth 
of these illustrious men is embalm- 
ed in the hearts of their country- 
men. Another afflicting dispensa- 
tion must be obvious to you all. 
The gentleman who generally pre- 
sided at these conventions is no 
longer to be seen. He has gone 
for ever: his earthly remains are in 
this world, his immortal spirit in the 
regions of bliss. To pass over on 
this occasion without notice, the 
exalted merits of that truly good 
man, would evince an inexcusable 
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insensibility, if not an unpardonable 
neglect. 

Matthew Clarkson was a man 
who filled a large space in the circle 
of patriotism and benevolence. 
Wherever a charitable or public 
spirited institution was about to be 
established, bis presence was con- 
sidered essential. As his heart and 
his hand were ever open to the calls 
of charity, his name is to be found 
in all our meritorious societies, 
whether intended for education, for 
relief, or for protection. The hos- 
pitals, the infirmaries, the free 
school societies, and the whole 
range of laudable institutions, re- 
ceived his patronage. No object 
which implicated the welfare of the 
human race, was considered foreign 
from his duties. His sanction be- 
came a passport to public approba- 
tion. It encouraged virtue in its 
career, disarmed opposition of its 
power, and envy of its venom. 

In all his connexions and associa- 
tions, he was distinguished by a 
benignity of disposition and an ame- 
nity of behaviour which endeared 
him to all with whom he had com- 
munion. His first object was to 
do good; his next, to do it in the 
mst acceptable manner and in the 
most impressive shape. His pro- 
pitiating qualities were the result of 
innate goodness, not of artificial 
assumption: and virtue was embo- 
died in his conduct and exhibited 
by his agency in a form so winning 
and so attractive, so commanding 
and so irresistible, that his power of 
beneficence were only limited by 
that impenetrable circle which pre- 
scribes boundaries to the operations 
of human goodness. 

Wherever good deeds were to 
be performed he was present, and 
his co-operation was experienced in 
all praise-worthy institutions. It 
will be asked how was it possible 
fur him to comprise so much benefi- 
cence within so small a period, and 
at the same time attend to his other 
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concerns? The answer is easy. 
He transacted every thing at a 
proper time, in a proper place, 
and ina proper manner. He was 
not one of those irregular men, who 
are constantly scattering discomforts 
in their walks, from the neglect of 
those observances, which are iden- 
tified with the decorum and tran- 
quillity of social communion: he 
knew the utility of method, the 
value of time, the importance of 
punctuality; and he practically de- 
monstrated the auspicious results 
of a life spent in active beneficence, 
under the control of regular habits, 
and with a view to the economy of 
time. 

During the Revolutionary war, 
he was a gallant officer in the 
American army, and after its 
conclusion, he held high and confi- 
dential civil offices, which he filled 
with fidelity and ability: but the last 
years of his life have been princi- 
pally devoted to the promotion of 
those institutions which reflect so 
much honour on the religion, the 
education, and the benevolence of 
our country. 

Although the benefits, which he 
conferred on the community by the 
rendition of actual services are of 
the most impressive character, yet 
the illustrious example which he 
has presented to mankind of a life 
of distinguished benevolence and 
usefulness, is of a more important 
nature. Asa model for imitation, 
as an excitement to Christian piety, 
to pure benevolence and to heroic 
virtue, his merit will be appreciated 
and his influence will be felt, long 
after all of us are consigned to the 
grave. 

In this rapid sketch, I am far 
from intimating that he was without 
his imperfections: but his errors 
were the aberrations of goodness, 
and his faults were the faults of the 
species not of the individual. As 
long as benevolence is respected 
among men, as long as pfety is held 
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in veneration, so long will the neme 
of Clarkson be ranked among the 
excellent men, who have illustrated 
in their lives the greatness of good- 
ness. 

[The foregoing elegant and well. 
merited enlogy of Gen, Clarkson, late 
Vice President of the American Bible 
Society, is the more interesting on ae- 
count of his being one of the most 
distinguished members of the Episcopal 
Church in New York, and one of Rp. 
Hobart’s flock, who, it is well known, is 
opposed to that Society. Ed.) 


BISHOP GRISWOLD’S ADDRESS, 
To the Ninth Convention of the Eastern 
Diocess. 
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Much reason have we, friends and 
brethren, to render thanks to the 
Father of mercies for benefits re- 
ceived, and especially for the bless- 
ing which has attended our humble 
efforts, and too languid exertions, 
to enlarge the borders of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom. And it is no 
less fitting on this occasion, to con- 
sider whether we have been faithful 
—whether, in our several stations, 
we have done all that we could do 
—and whether, in the time to come, 
if God shall give us time, we may 
not do more. Every year elapsed, 
brings us much nearer to that event- 
ful day, when we must meet in what 
may truly be called the General 
Convention: not to consult or devise 
what we shall do, but to render an 
account of what we have done; not 
to pass judgment upon others, but 
to be judged. When we consider 
how much of the world still lieth in 
wickedness—to what a _ sharneful 
degree vice and ungodliness, cor- 
rupt doctrine and infidelity, prevail 
in this, which we call a Christian 
land—and in how large a part of 
the habitable earth Christ is not 
named or known—must we not infer 
that in all countries, and among all 
denominations, Christians are defi- 
cient in religious duty? And when 
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we consider what the church is, of 
which we are delegates and mem 

bers—its apostolic foundation, its 
sound doctrine, scriptural worship. 
and orthodox ministrations—and at 
the same time consider, that in this 
diocess (not to look beyond it) but 
a'small portion of those * who profess 
and call themselves Christians,” are 
Episcopalians, ought we not to be 
apprehensive that we, more perhaps 
than others, are deficient in religious 
zeal? The fact is too evident, and 
we ought to be satisfied of the 
cause, why, in this free country. 
where people comparatively are 
well informed, and all, in regard to 
religion, are left to their free choice 
and the dictates of their conscience, 
our numbers are so few. Allow- 
ance is indeed to be made for the 
migrations from these eastern states 
to the western parts of our country: 
but this regards only our increase in 
this diocess, as compared to that in 
other states. Our slow increase, 
compared with other denominations 
in this diocess, must be ascribed to 
other causes. It is too true, and 
something to the present purpose, 
that erior is more easily propagated 
than truth. Our strict and unde- 
viating adherence to what we’ deem 
“the faith once delivered to the 
saints,” and primitive Christianity, 
without ostentation or affecting 
popularity, must also make our 
increase more gradual. Unhappily 
too, there are sume few expressions 
in our liturgy, so much and so often 
misunderstood, as very much, in 
this diocess certainly, to retard our 
progress. 

But neither will these causes 
satisfactorily account for our falling 
thus behind in the Christian race. 
There are other reasons to be 
assigned for this discouraging fact, 
which are worthy of our present 
consideration. And first—that the 
field of our labours is preoccupied: 
other denominations of Christians 
are already established throughout 
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these eastern states; and the people 
in favour of one or other of them, 
are almost universally prepossessed: 
whereas, if the country were now 
setling, we should have a chance 
of success more equal with others. 
But no one may justly infer from 
this, that our labours are unneces- 
sary, or that we are building upen 
another’s foundation. In many 
places there is a great deficiency, 
or total want of religious instruction, 
Besides, it is the duty of ourselves, 
no less than other Christians, to 
labour in the Lord’s vineyard, and 
impart the knowledge and means 
of salvation to our fellow men. 
And if we teach religion, it must be 
in that way certainly which we con- 
scientiously believe to be according 
to the word and will of God. 

It is our intention, and I trust 
generally our practice, to avoid all 
unmanly, and much more unchris- 
tian, arts of proselytism. We would 
not obstruct the labours, nor frus- 
trate the good work of other Chris- 
tians; we would heal, rather than 
make divisions among the disciples 
of Jesus Christ. But in very many 
places there are considerable num- 
bers who, were they better acquaint- 
ed with the doctrines and worship 
of our church, and had they con- 
venient access to its ministrations, 
would gladly unite with its commun- 
ion; and, what is more desirable, 
would be edified and strengthened 
in the faith of Christ. And is it not 
our duty, as far as we reasonably 
can do it, to extend to them this 
great blessing and privilege? To 
judge how great the favour will be 
to them, we have but to consider 
how we prize it ourselves. And all 
Christians should consider what a 
blessing they deem it, and ought to 
deem it, to be instructed in the 
knowledge of Christ, and to have 
the opportunity of worshipping God 
in that way, which, after due inves- 
tigation, they think most primitive 
and scriptural. And while our ob- 
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ject and our efforts are not to take 
advantage of the ignorance of peo- 
ple, or to excite their prejudice or 
passions, or to prophesy smooth 
things, complimenting their reason, 
or flattering their pride, or accom- 
modating our doctrine to their de- 
sires; but faithfully to instruct them 
in the knowledge of the scriptures, 
in a holy faith and godly living—all 
pious, candid Christians, we trust, 
will bid us God speed. There are, 
we cannot doubt, thousands among 


us, who, were they acquainted with | 


the excellence of our religious sys- 
tem, would deem it a great happi- 
ness to unite with us; and it is opr 
duty, truth and charity require us 
to impart to them this knowledge. 
And if, as we ought, we keep con- 
stantly in view the general interest 
of religion, and endeavour to pro- 
mote union and love among all 
Christian people, no one can reason- 
ably complain. 

But our labours find a still greater 
obstruction in the prejudices against 
the Episcopal church, which, as 
every one knows, have been very 
great and very general; and, though 
happily subsiding, they still in no 
small degree exist. That so much 
should be still done to perpetuate 
and keep alive these prejudices, by 
speeches and orations, and (strange 
to tell!) by sermons and prayers, is, 
by the lovers of truth and peace, 
deeply to be regretted. What can 
be more unfair or uncharitable than 
the notion so continually propaga- 
ted, that the Protestant Episcopal 
Church has comparatively been a 
persecuting church? Those pious 
forefathers, wih whose sufferings 
we are so often called to sympathize, 
were, no less than other Protes- 
tants, themselves persecutors. All 
circumstances considered, what 
Christians, excepting those who as- 
sume the name of Catholic, were 
ever more intolerant to those they 
disliked than they? But we ought 
in justice to add, and it ought more 
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generally to be considered, that the 
endeavour to enforce uniformity 
in religion was, in the seventeenth 
century, generally supposed to be 
the duty of Christians: and in this 
the Puritans were consistent, that 
the religious freedom they contend- 
ed for, was for themselves only: a 
general toleration they (conscien- 
tiously no doubt) opposed, and view- 
ed as the greatest of evils. 

But without inquiring into things 
which had better be forgotten, the 
fact is too evident that such pre- 
judices exist, and our duty is to 
overcome the evil with good. In 
our country none have the power, 
and happily, as we trust, none have 
the disposition, to what is usually 
called persecution, But there may 
be an intolerant spirit; and let it not 
be found, nor cause giverto suspect 
it, among ourselves. We of the 
clergy especially, are under the 


{ most solemn obligation to “maintain 


and set forward, as much as lieth in 
us, quietness, peace, and love, 
among all Christian people.” And 
you must all be sensible, my respect- 
ed brethren, that there is no one 
part of our duty, as Christians, and 
as ministers of Christ, more difficult 
or more important to religion gene- 
rally, and toour church in particular, 
than our conduct towards our 
brethren of other denominations: 
that we may “hold the ¢rue faith in 
the unity of spirit, in the bond of 
peace, and in the righteousness of 
life.” Many difficult questions 
may arise, on which people will 
think differently. My general ad- 
vice, the result of my own experi- 
ence and observation, is— 

First, never to let small things 
produce contentions. We know 
that some of the most essential doc- 
trines of our holy faith are much 
controverted; and for these we must 
“contend earnestly.” This alone 
should be a consideration sufficient 
to induce Christians to be less rigid 
in things of less importance. By 
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needless divisions we give the ad- 
versary of truth great advantaye. 
Too often are Christians, like the 
people of Ai, pursuing sinall parties 
of foes, while their city is burning 
behind them,—Christians sometimes 
contend so earnestly for things of 
little importance, that the bond of 
charity is broken; we become too 
like those ancient idolaters, who in 
worshipping a fly would sacrifice an 
ox. 

It is often said, to our reproach, 
that Episcopalians are deficient in 
piety, and a regard for the essential 
doctrines of the cross; that our chief 
concern is for those things which 
distinguish us from other Christians. 
This is a fault to which all men very 
naturally incline; and it is to be 
wished, that they who bring this ac- 
cusation against us, were better 
qualified to cast the first stone. Let 
it however be our care, not to cri- 
minate, but to wipe away the re- 
proach. If there were in practice 


some errors in the church from’ 


which we emanated, be it our care 
to correct them. If some Episco- 
palians in this country have been 
too formal, or bigotted, or unchari- 
table, it remains for us to be the 
mvre spiritual, candid, and libe- 
val; more zealous to excel in what- 
ever is purely Christian, not only 
that we may be truly faithful to our 
Divine Master, but to retrieve our 
character, by convincing others that 
we are faithful. None can be more 


decidedly than myself convinced of 


the superior excellence and ortho- 
doxy of that venerable church in 
which, from the earliest infancy, I 
have been nurtured. But the ex- 
perience of every year adds to my 
conviction, that by dwelling very 
much on contreverted points which 
do not directly concern essential 
doctrines nor good morals, we injure 
more than we benefit religion gener- 
ally, and prevent the inerease of our 
own communion, By manifesting 
great anxiety on particular points, 
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we naturally excite suspicion. By 
dwelling too much on the distinctive 
tenets of our own system, we con- 
firm others in the opinion that Epis- 
copalians have more concern for 
their church, than for Christianity; 
and it gives us the appearance of 
leaving to trust the people to inquire 
for themselves. If we would honour 
tue church which is an honour to 
us, and would contribute to its in- 
crease, let us live as Episcopalians; 
let us show the excellency of our 
tenets, not so much with our lips as 
in our lives. The true friend of his 
country is not the self-styled patriot, 
ever talking of liberty and oppres- 
sion; but he that lives peaceably, 
does justly, obeys the laws, and re- 
specis the magistrate. So is he the 
best friend aud supporter of the 
L’piscopal church, whose life best 
corresponds with its articles and 
liturgy: for this is a proof of our 
sincerity,—that we indeed believe 
what we profess. And when the 
fruits are good, it is always the most 
convincing proof that the tree is 
good which produces them. It is 
certain too, that the people will 
generally receive, as their spiritual 
guides, not those who produce the 
best creeds, and articles, and forms 
of devotion, but those who appear 
most devoted to the work of the 
ministry—most deeply engaged in 
propagating evangelical truth, and 
saving the souls of men. We, like 
other Christians, must be known, 
not by our professions, or by what 
we bear witness of ourselves, but 
by our works and our fruits. Let 
our system appear as well in prac- 
lice as it does on paper, and our 
adversaries will be put to silence, or 
soon “be found liars.” 

It is a good rule, and cannot well 
be too often repeated, that for the 
promotion of truth, other things 
may well be relinquished. In prac- 
tising it, St. Paul “became all things 
to all men, that by all means he 
might save some.”” He descended 


























1925. BISHOP GRISWOLD’S ADDRESS. $49 


to the infirmiues, and even the pre- 
judices of men, far as could be with- 
out departing from the founda- 
tion of truth: aud the same did our 
blessed Saviour, for which he was 
much censured by rigid Pharisees. 
The cause of truth is often injured 
by the obstinacy of its mistaken 
friends. ‘The humble shrub bend- 
ing before the tempest, will preserve 
its root unmoved; while the proud 
unyielding pine is overthrown, By 
thus manifesting a disposition to 
‘follow afier the things which make 
fur peace,” and ia points unessenual 
to yield to others, we may, with less 
offence, adhere with steadfastness 
to what is necessary and important. 
What the scriptures reveal—what 
the word of God requires—what 
appertains to the foundation of the 
gospel faith, and is essential to the 
Church of Christ,—is never in any 
case to be abandoned. ‘The Chris- 
tian warrior may use his own discre- 
tion in making incursions into the 
enemies’ ground; but, having put 
on the armour of God, he must, to 
the last extremity, defend the walls 
of Zion. 

But the chief cause of the slow 
progress of our labours, we may 
well fear, is deficiency of zeal, a 
want of devotedness to the Lord’s 
work. Even supposing that in our 
families and our parishes, where 
our interest and our honour are 
much concerned, we are faithful, and 
nothing is neglected, how is it with 
our zeal in those things, in which our 
glory is less concerned, and that of our 
Saviour more? It is when we give, 
and lend, and labour, expecting no 
honour nor worldly good in return, 
that we imitate our Divine Master, 
and prove ourselves to be his dis- 
ciples. When you labour to save 
those souls whom you will never 
meet perhaps, till you meet them in 
heaven; when you feel a deep con- 
cern, and are willing to make much 
sacrifice of wealth, or ease, or 
worldly pleasure, for the extension 


of the light of truth to these who are 
yet in darkness, it is a bright evi- 
dence of godly zeal. God, in his 
wise providence, has committed this 
diocess tu our care; it is a steward- 
ship for which we have to render an 
account. According as we are 
diligent or unfaithful, hundreds will 
be taught, or they will die ignorant 
of the doctrines of Christ. 

Let us carefully endeavour to 
cullivate peace among ourselves: 
{t is when cemented together as a 
band of brethren—when, banishing 
pride and selfishness, and all mean 
and narrow views, we are firmly 
united in whatever shall honour our 
Divine Master, and promote true 
religion, that we may hope for 
God’s blessing. Did we possess 
that Christian love which ought to 
glow in our breasts, what would 
exceed the pleasure which we should 
feel in conversing together on these 
very interesting occasions! In all 
‘our deliberations and intercourse at 
the present time, and on all occa- 
sions, let us follow after the things 
| which make for peace. Let no- 
‘thing like party spirit be found 
}amongst us. In order to exclude 
/so banetul an evil, let us be very 
cautious how we use insidious epi- 
ithets and distinctive appellations 
which cugender strife. Let all be 
orthodox and all be evangelical. 

Permit me, in the conclusion, to 
recommend, to your continued and 
serious atlention the subject of a 
fund for the Lpiscopate, to be in 
readiness against the next election, 
which cannot be far distant. 

Nothing can excuse our neglect- 
ing any thing in our power to raise 
missionary funds for supplying 
vacant parishes in this diocess. No 
means will probably be more effect- 
ual than to encourage the formation 
of missionary societies in every 
parish, and to make the [aster con- 
tributions general through the dio- 
cess. 














I would also suggest the con- 
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sideration, whether it may not be 
expedient to appoint a committee, 
or instruct the standing committee, 
to take into consideration means 
and measures for promoting religion 
in this diocess, and to report to this 
or the next convention. 

And I would recommend that 
such measures be taken for collect- 
ing the parochial reports, that at 
the meeting of our convention in 
1826, a complete view of the state 
of the diocess may be prepared to 
lay before the General Convention. 

May the Lord be with us, and so 
inspire our counsels with wisdom 
and unite our hearts in love, that 
both now and ever, we may do his 
will and promote his glory. 


For the Repertory. 
ON THE DUTY OF DOING GOOD. 

Mr. Editor: It has long been 
matter of lamentation to me, that 
the people of this country are so 
little given to good works. In En- 
gland, it is a common thing for the 
wealthy, and, indeed, for all the con- 
scientious part of the community, at 
the beginning of the year, to calcu- 
Jate their probable income, and to 
devote a portion of it to charitable 
purposes; and when they die, to de- 
vise a considerable part of it to the 
same object. The glory of that 
people consists, not so much in the 
triumphs of their arms, the extent 
of their resources, the greatness of 
their enterprize, and in the many 
illustrations of splendor and renown 


for which they are justly famed, as | 


in the many noble institutions and 
jaws they have founded and enacted 
for the improvement and happiness 
of mankind. On every hand, their 
colleges, and hogpitals, and other 
charitable and religious institutions 
rear their heads as the proudest and 
noblest monuments of that great na- 
tion. The spirit of benevolence 
which pervades the mass of the 
people, imbues their education and 
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habits, so that even those who make 
no profession of religion, are often 
forward and abounding in acts of 
benevolence. 

The case, however, is deplorably 
different in this country. We seem 
to have altogether discarded the no- 
tion that we are Stewards of the 
riches committed to us, and to think 
that they were designed only to min- 
ister to the gratification and aggran- 
disement of ourselves and families. 
But is there any thing more certain 
from scripture or more probable 
from reason, than that we shall have 
to give an account to the great giver 
of all our blessings, for the manner 
in which we have used his gifts? 
He does not, indeed, forbid the mo- 
derate use and enjoyment of the 
blessings of his Providence. He al- 
lows us to “call the land after our 
names,’ and to provide for our own 
household even after death. But, 
still he claims a portion for his own 
cause in the world. Many instances 
are there of those who, having heap- 
ed up riches, not knowing who shall 
gather them, leave them to those 
who never cared for them in life, 
and who, perhaps, are only corrupt- 
ed by the fatal bequest. Inthe case 
of those who have children, a por- 
tion might be rendered essentially 
useful to some benevolent object, 
which, divided among the children, 
would scarcely be felt. And might 
not a part thus bestowed, sanctify 
the remainder, and render it a bles- 
sing, instead of a curse, which it 
ofien is to the heirs? Might not such 
an appropriation be rendered useful 
to the soul of the giver, and would 
it not be the most honorable memo- 
tial he could leave behind him on 
earth? Surely, it is not too much to 
believe, that there is a God, and 
that he is the rewarder of those 
who diligently seek to serve him in 
this way. No price, indeed, can 
expiate our sins. 7hat the precious 
blood of Christ alone can do. It is 
nevertheless true, that acts of chari- 
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ty have a salutary influence upon 
the soul. We are so constituted | 
that every exercise of the benevo- | 
lent feelings, tends to improve the | 
heart, to soften it, and predispose it | 
for the grace of the gospel. Hence | 
the advice given by Daniel to Nebu- , 
chadnezzar, “ O King break off thy | 
sins by righteousness, and thine ini- | 
quities by giving to the poor.”” It. 
would exhibit, indeed, a stronger 
principle of faith and disinterested- 
ness, to give of our substance du- 
ring our lives, when the sacrifice is 
more sensibly felt: but when this 
cannot be done, we may render a 
most acceptable service to God, and 
one profitable to ourselves, by re- 
turning back to Him some few of 
the thousands which he has loaned 
us. I cannot but think that much 
of the apathy and neglect that pre- 
vail on this subject, are owing to 
want of consideration. It appears 
to me, therefore, that this effort to 
stir up the minds of conscientious 
people upon this subject may not be 
either unacceptable or ineffectual. 
While we have time, we are com- 
manded to do good, and especially 


to those who are of the household | 


of faith. As christians, we have a 
general duty to perform towards the 
genéral cause of charity. As Epis- 
copalians, we are bound to give our 
charity aparticular direction to those 
objects which our own Church has 
thought fit to recommend asthe best 
means of doing good. In this re- 
spect we have been unfaithful to 
ourselves. When we have supplied 
our own wants, itis our duty then to 
assist cthers; for charity, though it 
begins at home, should not end 
there. But the fact is, Episcopa- 
lians have been more liberal to other 
denominations than theirown. The 
Colleges and Seminaries of many 
of the other denominations have 


been built up principally by the funds | 
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of Episcopalians, while their own 
institutions have been suffered to 
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hundred ministers belonging to our 
Church in the United States, while 
the Baptists number upwards of two 
thousand. They are active and 
zealous in building up their in- 
stitutions, and for that purpose are 
applying to the Episcopalians 
throughout the country. I mention 
this not to blame them, for it is to 
be expected they will promote their 
cause by all lawful means. But 
certainly Episcopalians should not 
be less attentive to their own cause; 
and like them, reserve their tunds 
for theirown uses. When we have 
an object to accomplish, we find it 
in vain to apply to other denomina- 
tions. Unless, then, we stand by 
ourselves, we shall not stand at all. 
Now, there are many important ob- 
jects at this time claiming the liber- 
ality of Episcopalians. There is, 
for instance, the Society for educa- 
ting young men for the ministry of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
whose beneficiaries are now con- 
nected with the Theological School 
located in Alexandria. This insti- 
tution promises to be a blessing to 
the Church, and it wants aid. Let 
our Episcopal friends put forth their 
strength and endow it. Let them 
give what they can spare during 
their life, and let them put a codicil 
to their will, leaving some respecta- 
ble sum that may be honorable to 
the giver and important to the in- 
stitution. They will be able to carry 
nothing with them of all their abun- 
dance beyond the grave; but in this 
way they make to themselves 
friends of the mammon of unrigh- 
teousness, and by giving of that 
which they cannot keep, secure to 
themselves that which they cannot 
lose—a treasure in Heaven. Go to 
now, ye rich men, and no longer let 
the rust of your gold and silver 
witness against you, but give some 
of it to the Lord, lest ye weep and 
howl for the miseries that shall 
come upon you for having buried 


languish. We have less than three | your talent in theearth. That which 
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you squander away unprofitably, 
or hoard up, or lavish upon your 
heirs, more than will do them good, 
may be eyes to the blinc, feet to 
the lame, and hands to those who 
have none. Let them listen to the 
solemn charge given them of God, 
“that they be ready to give, and 
glad to distribute, laying up in store 
for themselves a good foundation 
against the time to come, that they 
may attain eternal life, ’’ remember- 
ing that “ he that soweth little, shall 
reap little; and he that soweth plen- 
teously, shall reap plenteously. ”’ 


There is another very important 
and serious view to be taken of this 
subject. Without repentance no man 
canbe forgiven. Buttrue repentance 
includes in it, restitution for every 
wrong done to our neighbor, either 
in his estate or his reputation, Now, 
ot to speak of those who have been 
guilty of deliberate fraud, of which 
there are too many in Socicty, it 
sometimes happens among those who 
do not intend to be dishonest, that 
they have been either surprised into 
something, which, upon cool reflec- 
tion, they cannot approve, or have 
been seduced by the blindness 
which interest has the power of cre- 
ating, into that which disinterested 
and impartial judges would consider 
disingenuous, if not dishonest. “I 
shall leave you but little, my chil- 
dren, (said Judge Hale) but it will 
wear like iron: itis honestly got.” 


On the contrary, where fraud has |! 


had any share in obtaining the ad- 
vantage, there is a curse affixed to 
it, and this like a canker, corrodes 
the rest. But, whatis still more im- 
portant, when a man would repent 
and make his peace with God, he is 
shut out by this sin, because it is im- 
possible for him to repent of it while 
he retains it. Restitution, where it 
is possible, is indispensable to re- 
pentance and forgiveness. Now it 
may so happen, that death has re- 
moved those whom we have wrong- 
ed, or in some other way we may be 
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prevented from doing justice to the 
party; or else the deceitfulness of 
our hearts, prevents us from seeing 
that we have wronged any one. So 
closely does this sin cleave to us, 
that there are very few exempt from 
it. What, then, is to be done? we 
cannot make restitution to the per- 
son injured, and without restitution 
we cannot be saved. What better 
thing can be done, than to sum up 
all the probable amounts of injus- 
tice done by us during the whole 
course of our lives, and to make it 
an offering to God? Who knows 
but God will accept this well-meant 
sacrifice, and remove the obstacle 
which that circumstance interposes? 
Oh if he should be gracious as to ac- 
cept this compromise, who would 
not willingly make the experiment, 
and rid themselves in this way of 
that which in any other way must be 
like a tire to consume them ? 

Hoping that these views may in- 
duce some one to adopt this method 
of doing good to themselves and 
the cause of God, I take the liber- 
ty to send you for insertion, in your 
useful publication, the form of a 
bequest in favor of the Society above 
named, which may be inserted in 
the body of a Will, or appended to 
it by way of codicil. 

PLAIN DUTY. 


I, A. B. do make this codicil to my 
last will and testament, and desire that 








it may be considered as a part of the 
same, viz: I give and bequeath to (here 
,hame two Trustees) or the survivor of 
| them and his heirs, the sum of 
in trust, for the use of 
_the Society for educating young men 
for the ministry of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, whose beneficiaries are 
connected with the Theological school 
of Virginia, now (1825) located in Alex- 
dria, D. C. 
Signed, sealed, and acknowledged, as 
a codicil to my last will and testament, 
in presence of us, the subscribers, this 
day of in the year of our 
Lord, 
Witnesses.—Two are sufficient for 
money, but three are necessary if the 





legacy be in land. 
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


The London Evangelical Maga- 
zine, in speaking ov this subject, | 
remarks, that “the day we live in| 
is big with events, which have an_ 
important bearing on the cause ol 
religion universally, and on the 
present and future happiness of the | 
human race. We are approaching | 
that era in the history of the world, | 
when the biessings of civil and. 
religious liberty will be enjoyed by 
all the children of men. ‘This Is the 
high decree of the God of heaven, | 
and though earth and hell combine | 
to oppose, it must and shall be ac- 
complished in due time. Yet we 
ure not to expect that this great 
revolution will be brought about at 
once, and withouta struggle. They 
must be little acquainied with the 
history of mankind who flatter them- 
selves that Satan will quietly suffer 
his dominions to be invaded and 
overthrown without an effort of | 
resistance. He is at this time unit- 
ing his forces, political and eccle- 
siastical, into a grand confederacy 
against civil and religious liberty. 
We see Emperors, Kings, Princes, 
Popes, Prelates, Priests, and Jesuits, 
together with the false prophet, all 
conspiring to stop the progress of 
knowledge, and the enlargement of 
the Messiah’s kingdom among men. 

‘He that sitteth in the heavens 
shall laugh: Jehovah shall have 
them in derision! The events 
which are taking place justify these 
remarks. The Grand Sultan has 
issued a firman forbidding the cir- 
culation of the Scriptures, and com- 
manding all who are possessed of 
copies, to deliver themup. The 
Greek ecclesiastics of the higher 
order are also discovering their 
hostility to the Bible. The bulls of 
the Pope, and the re-establishment 
of the order of the Jesuits are 
unequivocal proofs of their concur- 
rence. 

[M. Y. Religious Chronicle. 
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LORD BISHOP OF JAMAICA, (W. 1) 

In a late Kingston (Jamaica) 
paper, we find tue following corres- 
pondence between the Presbyterans 
of toat Island, and the present Lord 
Bishop, who had recently arrived 
among them. It indicates a degree 
of Catholicism and of Christian 


| liberality, which, if it more jreneral- 


ly exisied among those of different 


‘| denominations, would redound to 


the honour of the gospel, and to the 
advancement of pure and undefiled 
religion. 

Kingston, 26th Feb. 1825. 

Address of the ministers, Elders, 
and Members of the Church of 
Scotland, to the Right Reverend 
Christopher, Lord Bishop of Jamai- 
ca. 
My Lord Bishot.—We the 
Minister and Elders, representatives 
of the Church of Scotland in this 
Island, beg leave to offer our sincere 
congratulations on your safe arrival 
in Jamaica; and request your Lord- 
ship to accept the assurances of our 
most ready co-operation with the 
Clergy of the Diocess, in every plan 
which may be devised for propagat- 
ing religion, and for coufirming it 
among the ignorant. 

Deeply sensible of that spirit of 
liberality and candour with which 
the Clergy, aud other Members of 
the Society for promoting Christian 
knowledge, extended its advantages 
to the Scotish Church, before your 
Lordship was appointed President, 
we have now ww express our grati- 
tude for the privilege thus afforded 
us, of extending the benefits of reti- 
gious improvement to all ranks; 
and considering that the great ob- 
ject to be secured and provided for, 
is the instruction of old and young 
in the knowledge of the sacred 
scripture, and in the pure principles 
of true piety and good morals; that 
by these means they may be saved 
from the greatest of all dangers, 
ignorance of our holy faith; we beg 
to assure your Lordship, that we 
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shall exert our humble efforts, to 
contribute annually to the support 
of the Society; laying aside all differ- 
ences of opinion, to rally round it as 
a common standard, and by our in- 
dividual and united endeavours, as- 
sist in diffusing the word of God, 
the food of spiritual life, amongst all 
our poorer brethren. 
The Lord Bishop's reply. 

Gentlemen,—I1 receive with pe- 
culiar satisfaction, these proofs of 
respect for the sacred office, to 
which it has pleased his Majesty to 
call me, from so respectable a por- 
tion of the Established Church of 
Scotland, 

Recognized and protected by the 
same impartial laws, represented by 
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the same most gracious Sovereign, 
as our acknowledged and legitimate 
head, let that laudable emulation 
which has hitherto raised up, under 
both establishments, so many splen- 
did ornaments of their profession, 
still continue “to provoke each 
other to love.’”’ Let our only con- 
tention be, how each may best dif- 
fuse the consolations and exemplify 
the precep's of the Gospel. 

From the high character of the 
Minister, who now so ably officiates 
in the Presbyterian community of 
Jamaica, I feel the greater confi- 
dence in the declaration of these 
sentiments; and may the blessing of 
Almighty God attend the exercise 
of our mutual endeavours. 


Licvicw. 


We embrace the present occa- 
sion, after having noticed the Ser- 
mon of Bishop Ravenscroft against 
the “sufficiency of the Scriptures 
for their own interpretation,” of 
presenting to our readers, the con- 
clusion of a Review, long since 
prepared, of Bishop Atterbury’s 
Sermons, on the difficult passages 
of Scripture. It appears that this 
distinguished prelate entertained a 
widely different view of the inspired 
volume—of its usefulness and im- 

ortance in enlightening the mind 
i spiritual things—of its sufficiency 
to guide the humble inquirer to a 


saving knowledge of his Redeemer } 


——of its abundant plainness to be un- 
derstood by all who are disposed 
to receive the truth in the love ol 
it,—from some modern divines who 
have arrayed themselves against 
Bible Societies. 

It is nota little gratifying to us 
to witness the increasing unanimity 
and zeal of all protestant christen- 
doin in sending the Bible to the ut- 
most ends of the Earth, and the 
strong desire so generally manifest- 


| 











ed of putting into the hands of eve- 
ry human being the means of sal- 
vation. 

Even in the benighted and super- 
stiuious church of Rome, a bright 
star has arisen, scattering light and 
knowledge wherever he goes.— 
More than 590,000 Bibles and Testa- 
ments has Leander Van Ess, a Ro- 
man priest, distributed in Europe. 
Other priests have joined him, and 
we hope the day is not distant when 
even the Pope himself will lay aside 
his triple crown and follow the ex- 
ample of the Protestant Missionaries, 
and prefer carrying the word of life 
to the hovels and cabins of the poor, 
rather than retainthe pageantry and 
character of the man of sin. 


The Difficult Passages of Scripture vin- 
dicated from such exceptions as are 
usually made to them; and proper 
directions given how we are to use 
them ; in three Sermons, preached at 
the Rools, in the year 1711. By Fran- 
cis Atterbury, D. D. late Lord Bp. of 
Rochester, and Dean of Westminster. 

SERMON III. 
( Concluded from page 58, Vol. 3. Rep.) 
The discussion of the subject 
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ATTERBURY ON DIFFICULT PASSAGES OF SORIPTURK. 


turns, in this discourse, on the last | 


clause of the 16th verse of 2d. Pe- 
terii: “which they that are un- 


learned and unstabie wrest, as they | 
do also the other Scriptures, unto. 


their own destruction.”” It is this 
part of the passage, which, in a 
practical view, clothes the whole 
subject with that awful interest 
which may well enyaye, 'o all the 
foregoing details of doctrine con- 
nected with it, the most awakened 
attention of eve*y s:udent of the sa- 
cred voluine Here are described 
practices whi-h every persou who 
le: ds his thoughts to the concerns 


of his salvation, and who even re-. 


sorts to the fountain head of divine 


knowledge, is lable to adopt—re-_ 
The very | 


sulting in destruction! 
fursuit of religious knowledge is 
here declared to be attended with 
fatal dangers 


} 


Its neglect is infulli- | 


bly ruinous. But it is only the abuse | 


of the means of religious know- 


ledge, against which the warning | 


voice of the text is so loudly raised: 


and the nature of this abuse, toge- 
ther with the temptations to it, are— 


in the remaining discourse of the 
series, placed in the clearest light, 


The very opening of the text is- 


suited to relieve the anxiety of the 


sincere and humble inquirer; while , 


it preserves in reference to the tri- 
fling, the adventurous, the self-con- 
fiding, and the insincere speculatist, 
the whole force of the apostolic ad- 
monition: 

“By unlearned men, the Apostle means 


not such as wanted that which we com- | 


monly call learning, but such as were 
not well skilled in divine things. By 


unstable, such as, not being well ground- | 


ed in the Faith, were, upon that account, 


easy to be drawn aside into pernicious 


opinions and destructive errors. Such, 
he says, as these, wrest, i. e. misunder- 
stand, misapply, and pervert the writings 


of St. Paul, and the other scriptures: | 


and this they do, to their own destruction: 


that is, to their eternal ruin in another. 


world.” 
This explanation has been ex o- 


sed to the exceptions ef superficial | 


| 
| 
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and worldly reasoners, who are apt 
to believe the faith of behevers as 
visionary, aod all religious truth as 
of too abstract and mmpalpable a 
character to involve the erroneous 
ta substantial sufferings, and end- 
less destruction, on the vround of 
its undue severity. To meet these 
vbjections on the proper ground, 
toe Bishop proceeds to limit and 
define, more specifically, the nature 
if the abuse which is here so seri- 
ously reproved: 


“It must be considered, that, to wreet 
scripture, doth on strictness of speech 
signify, not only to misinterpret, and 
misunderstand it, out of weakness and 
ignorance, as any christian may blame- 
lesly do, but with some degree of per- 
versity and wilfulness to force an un- 
natural and false construction upon it, in 
order to make it fall in with our corrupt 
opinions and prejudices, which we have 
betorchand entertained, and resolved 
not to part with. ‘Thus much is intimat- 
ed by the original word ¢pe3rovv, 
which signifies, either to detort or turn 
away, or to tonnent, and put to the ques- 
tion,” 

“Secondly, we are to observe, what 
kind of passages in scripture they were, 
which these men are said to have wresied, 
They were such as were hard to be under- 
stood (so the preceding words speak) 
and such as, for that very reason, there 
was no necessity that they should under- 
stand, and yet these men would pretend 
to understand them, and to be very posi- 
tive also, and peremptory in their 
opinions concerning them. Further it 
appears, that these places treated not of 
slight indifferent points of doctrine, but 
of such as were of the utmost concern 
and moment; such as were the founda- 
tions of the christian faith, and the very 
pillars that supported the whole frame 
of religion. 1 say, it appears, that they 
treated of such points as these, from the 
foregoing parts of this chapter, where 
St. Peter discourses of the day of judg- 
ment, of its certainty, and of the wise 
reasons for which God was pleased to 
delay it; and represents some men as 
scofing at these doctrines, and saying, 
where is the promise of his coming? For 
since the fathers fell asleep, all things con- 
tinue as they were. To convince these 
scoffers he urges the authority of St. 
Paul to them; who in his Epistles had 




















556 


maintained ths same assertions, not al- 
Ways however expressed with such a 
degree of evidence and clearness, as 
pught be thought necessary to prevent 
ali mustakes; from whence ill men had 
taken an occasion Lo abuse his words to 
a quite ditferent sense, and to pervert 
his meaning. So that the points of 
doctrine, to which these wrested texts 
referred, were great and tundamental 
ones; and wich it was of the last impor- 
tauce (0 be mgutly instructed in. And 
to tuis we may add also a ¢/urd remark, 
that this torced interpreiation of obscure 
passages was in Opposition to other 
plain and evident texts.” 

“the full import of the text therefore, 
under these several Explications, will 
be, (hat they who, being misled by pride, 
and vanity, or any other lust and passion, 
perverted the sense of scripture, in 
order to make it suit with their own 
wicked practices, or justify their all 
Opinions; who vexed and tortured texts 
in order to make them speak such lan- 
gage as was tor their purpose; who did 
this in passages very hard to be under- 
stood, and therefore not necessary to be 
understood, and in peints of doctrine 
which were of the utmost concern and 
importance, and interpreted these pas- 
sages, in relation to these points, quite 
contrary to other plain and express 
places of scripture; these men, I say, are 
very justly and reasonably said, to have 
wrested the scriptures to their own de- 
struction. For surely there was such a 


complication of insincerity, pride, and | 
obstinacy in this manner of wresting | 


scripture, as deserved such a condemna- 
tion.” 

“A misunderstood place of “cripture 
may overthrow one of the prime articles 
of Faith, which God has made necessary 
to be believed in order to salvation: or 
it may destroy the morality of the 
Gospel, by introducing a loose opinion 
concerning life and manners. By wrest- 


ing one single passage of holy writ, a | 
man may either deny the Lord whe boucht | 
Aim, or turn the grace of God into | 


lasciviousness. And he that does either 


of these, cannot be said to be severely | 
dealt with, though he be cut off from the | 


mercies of the Gospel For a life lead 


in Opposition to the plain practical rules | 
of christianity, or without that faith, | 


which christianity requires, are either of 
them a su‘Ficient cause of our condemna- 
tion Andtherefore such a wilful wrest- 
ing of scripture, as occasions either of 
these, must in its consequence be damn- 
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able, and excuse God in pronouncing 
this sentence, from all manner of severi- 
ty or rigour in his dealings with us,” 

Jn tne application of (he doctrine 
thus elucidated and established, the 
learned author of the discourses 
pauses to consider the fact deduci- 
ble from the declaration of the text 
itself that “the scriptures were per- 
verted and turned by ill men to ill 
purposes, in the times of the Apos- 
tles themselves ; that they were no 
sooner wrilten but they were wrest- 
ed.” 

The inference is very naturally 
drawn, 

“That if this happened in the Apostles’ 
days, then well might it happen in after- 
times; especially in this age, which is at 
so great a distance from the time of the 
Apostles’ writing. We may cease to 


_ wonder, how it has come to pass, that so - 
|| many controversies have been started 


about the sense of Scripture, that it has 
been urged to so many wrong and dif- 
ferent purposes, and brought to support 
and countenance so many heretical opi- 


“nions in /atter days, when we find that 
| during the lives of St. Paul and St Peter 


themselves, it was thus insincerely and 
unfairly dealt with, The ink was hardly 
dry, which fell from the Apostles’ pens, 
but men began to dispute about the 
words that were wrote in it; to miscon- 
strue, and misapply them, every one to 
such doctrines as pleased him best; and 
to draw from the inspired writings things 
destructive of faith and salvation, in the 
face of the inspired authors of them, 


without asking, or at least, without taking 


their opinions in the point; who surely 
had been the properest men to have 
given an account of their own meaning. 
And if these things were so then, what 
wonder is it, if ever since, and especially 
now, in these dregs of time, there be 
wilful men found, who avill oppose their 
own vain fancies and novelties to the 
general sense of the whole body of 
christians, and not submit themselves to 
such a concurrent testimony in the ex- 
position of scripture, as though of the 
utmost moment towards determining our 
assent, yet falls far short of infallibility 
and inspiration. 

“From the same observation also we 
may learn, in the 2d place, that an uner- 


ring expounder of scripture is not so 


useful and necessary, as some men would 


, make us believe it is; because if there 
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were such an one, and he were known 
and acknowledged to be such by all men, 
yet would not that secure all men trom 
misia‘erpreting seripwure, as 1s plain 
fron tae instance of the text. The 
Aposties were certainly unexceptionabie 
interpreters of their own writings, and 
infallible judges of all controversies that 
coild amse from them; and yet notwith- 
standing this, their writings were in their 
own ume perverted, to countenance 
erroneous and heretical doctrines; and so 
doubtless would they be now, though 
there were an infallible judge upon 
earth still.” 


The serious reader can hardly 
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) maxims which it behoves every in- 
dividual of the human family to en- 
tertain, for the regulation of all his 
Inquiries into the sacred truths of 
divine reve'aiion, Let it be a point 
settled, for ever, with every man 
who has a soul to save, anda Bi- 
bie to read for his instruction in the 
way of salvation, that without bring- 
ing to the perusal of the divine re- 
cords, a mind divested of its self- 
conceit—humbled down to the tem- 
per of a child—ready to recur 
Without questioning their possibilty, 


have entered into the sentiments of || he profoandest mysteries,—or dis- 
the Rt. Rev. author of these dis- | 


courses, and read with becoming 
interest the procress of the argu- 


ment throughout the forgoing pages, | 


without beginuing to be sensible of 
the importance and wtlhity of an hum- 
ble and careful perusal of the sacred 
volume. The remaining part of the 
discourse is accordingly devoted to 
the practical deductions which so 
impressively suggest themselves to 
the mind which is properly affected 
with the momentous doctrine of the 
text. 





“1st We must take care that the end. 
we propose to ourselves in these inqui- | 


ries be good and laudable. They must 
not be entered upon out of meer curi- 
osity and wantonness, not out of a vain 
and fruitless desire of knowledge, nor 
out of a design of being more skilful and 
learned than other men, and of appearing 
to understand every thing; but the end 
of all our searches in this case ought to 
be, that we may improve in the skill of 
those divine truths, which were on pur- 
pose committed to writing, that there 


| 


| 





| puting their equity, the severest de- 
cisious of divine justice, he posses- 
ses a temper which must inevitably 
defeat the object of his inquiries: he 
opposes the order of Providence— 
and will be hable at every step, to 
plunge still deeper and deeper, in 
error, confusion, and perdition. The 
author proceeds=~ 





“9.l/y, We must come to this work, as 
, With aright intention, so with a mind 
| rightly disposed and qualified to pursue 
that intention; not presuming on our own 
strength; not with an high opinion and 
conceit of onr particular gifts, abilities, 
or advantages, as if we alone were able 
to clear up all difficulties, and to go to 
the bottom of all mysteries, and that 
nothing were too hard for us. This is 
not a temper of mind, either naturally 
fitted for such a work, or which God 
delights to bless with supernatural 
assistances and discoveries. No, if ever 
we hope to make our inquiries of this 
kind successful and profitable to us, we 
must be sure to conduct them with great 
modesty, with a hecoming diffidence and 
distrust of ourselves, humbly and chiefly 





might be matter in holy writ, fit always || relying upon God for his gracious help 


to employ our repeated meditations, and 
to exercise our strictest attention: that 
we may by such searches gain to our- 
selves higher and more enlarged appre- 


| 


hensions of God, .a truer and clearer | 


sense of the deep wisdom of all his 
mysterious dispensations; and may thus 
raise up our minds into greater degrees 


of holy admiration, reverence, and awe,” | 


The direction next in ths ‘Seres | 
deserves a first place among ‘hose ' 
, ractical , 


thoroughly familiarised 


and assistance; and in order to it, putting 
up frequent and fervent petitions to that 
good Spirit, which indited the holy 
scriptures, that he would please to en- 
lichten us with the knowledge of all the 
deep mysteries contained there. ’Tis 
humility and devotion that principally 
qualify us for such searches as these; and 
will do more by themselves towards 
giving a man a true understanding of 
scripture, than all the gifts and parts in 
the world will do, when separated trom 
them. For it is true in this mstance, as 
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well asin many others, that God resisteth 
the proud, and giveth grace to the lowly.” 


In order to keep alive in the mind 
these lowly dispositions, and form it 
to a habit of humility, we are directed 


“3dly, In our searches of this kind, 
ever to carry this truth along with us (a 
truth I have largely explained, and 
proved to you in a former discourse) 
that there is no place of holy writ hard 
to be understood, that is needful to be 
understood by us. If we maintain this 
reflection constantly upon our minds, it 
will teach us not to lay too great stress 
upon these difficulties, nor to employ too 
much of our time upon them, so as to be 
in the least taken off from considering 
what is more plain and profitable in 
scripture, what can more easily and use- 
fully be understood, and is indeed more 
necessary to be understood by us 
Some men pore so much, and so long 
upon passages of a disputed meaning, 
as if they thought it indispensably re- 
quisite to determine themselves of one 
side or other of the question; as if the 
whole of religion were concerned in 
such difficult inquiries; they are so busy 
in opening and ex» laining hard places, 
that they forget to meditate unon plain 
ones, and to govern their lives under a 
lively and vigorous sense of the doc. 
trines contained in them: which is doing 
just asthe Pharisees did, Tuthing mint 
and rue, and all manner of herbs, and 
passing over judgment and the love of God 
Whereas (as our Saviour in that case 
deoides) these ourht they to have done, 
and not to have left the other undone.” 


The directions follow, 


“4thly, If we would not wrest the 
hard places in Scripture, we must be 
sure to make that an inviolable rule and 
Jaw to ourselves, never to expound them 
so as to oppose ferspicuons and clear ones; 
but so to order our interpretation of 
doubtful points, as to make them fail in 
with the clear and intelligible parts of 
the same revelation; so as together with 
them to make un one complete body of 
truths, perfectly agreeing with each 
other.” 

«The best way of knowing whether a 
Jine be crooked or not, is to apply it to 
one that is confessedly straight; and the 
surest wav of not erring in obscure 
passages, is to make plain texts the 
measure and inudge of them. The 
greatest part of the abuses and misinter. 
pretations of scripture have arisen from 
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a contrary management; from men’s 
giving obscure texis a new and particu. 
lar sense of the r own frst, and then 
growing fond of that invention after. 
war e and resolving to bring all the 
plainest passages in scripture, whether 
they will or no, to countenance and 
comply with it.” 

“it is fit for us to observe, 5th/y, and 
lastiy, that the safest and securest way of 
looking into these dvovonza of St. 
Paul, and the other holy writers, is, to 
postpone the consideration of them, till 
we have mastered what is sure and easy in 
scripture, till we have rooted and ground- 
ed ourselves in those points of doctrine 
that lie obvious and open; and when we 
have done that, there will be no danger 
of looking into any thing else, let it be 
never so hard, and never so obscure. 
For either we shall hit upon the right 
interpretation of it; or if we do not, the 
wrong one shall not hurt us.****** He 
can never maintain any thing directly re- 
pugnant to the catholic faith, and evident- 
ly destructive of it; and while he does not, 
he may maintain what else he pleases; 
and so he does it with sobriety and 
modesty, and a due deference to the 
opinion of those, who have a right to be 
listened to in these things, his errour 
if it be one) shall never prove danger- 
ous, or be imputed to him.***** 1 hat 
F taith which we keep pure and undefiled 
,in fundamentals, shall either enable us 
| to find out those truths of lesser moment, 
that perfectly agree with it, or shall 
excise us before God, if we should miss 
of them. ‘There will be a probability 
‘from hence of our understanding ob- 
| scure texts rightly; or if we do not, yet 
| there will be a certainty of our not in- 
| curring the guilt of wresting scripture to 
our own destruction.” 
| “I might observe also from hence, in 
| the 3d place, that if perverting ofscure 
| passages of scripture be a thing in itself 
damnable, as St. Peter assures us, it is; 
how much more certainly damnable is it 
to pervert plain ones? And then infer, 

“4eh/u, and laetly also, that if such a 
sentence be pronounced upon those, 
who wrest scripture; then surely a much 
higher degree of punishment is reserved 
for those, who affront and ridicule it.” 

It is impossible to dismiss the 
weiyhty subject so instructively, and, 
in our judgment, so conclusively 
handled in these discourses, without 
particularly applying the great prin- 
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ciples of Scripture interpretation, 
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which the author deduces from it, 
to some of the existing abuses of the 
sacred volume. 

The nature of sin and errour has 
undergone no essential change since 
the beginning of the 18th century:-- 
and on no other supposition could 
the corrective admonition directed 
by the Bishop of Rochester, against 
the theological evils of that age, have 
been so exactly suited to those of 
our own. 

The discourses are rather conver- 
sant with principles than with facts: 
but they administer reproof too di- 
rect to be easily misapplied, and too 
serious to be evaded with levity, to 
the adventurous perversity of a race 
of theologians, if the term may ad- 
mit the application, who, whether 
we regard their numbers, their sub- 
tlety, or their bold rejection of the 
plainest truths, are to be ranked 
among the worst enemies of the 
Christian faith, Their desolating 
progress in the christian world, af- 
fords no cause of alarm as respects 
the ultimate security of the Church 
of Christ, or the final triumphs of his 
Gospel. For the promises which 
engage eternal safety to his cause, 
rest on the same immutable grounds 
with the prediction, that “offences 
Must come’: which is so convinc- 
ingly verified in the very example 
which they afford us. The final 
success of error owght not, and were 
the faith of believers as steadfast as 
it should be, it could not to them, be 
the object of apprehension, or the 
source of disquietude. But we have 
no divine assurance that the agents 
of error, will not drown themselves 
in perdition, or that their numerous 
froselytes may not likewise perish 
in their delusions. On the contrary, 
a divine ‘woe’ is recorded against 
‘those by whom offences come;’ and 
the perverters of scripture do it ‘to 
their own destruction.” The deluge 
could not endanger the safety of the 
ark itself, or of the individuals whom 


St enclosed:——but it drewned a world: | 
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| and though the unbelief of man can- 
not shake the taith ef God,--and in 
this the frends of the truth must 
evermore rejoice—it nevertheless 
remains true, that “he that beheveth 
not, shall be damned.” 

It would almost seem that the 
work of vexing and perverting the 
| word of God, is at length reduced 
to a science, and pursued as a call- 
ing. Men of reflection and intelli- 
gence are amusing themselves on 
this awful subject, with speculations 
which are no less imposing to mis- 
guided reason, than they are flatter- 
ing to pride, and acceptable to the 
unsanctified heart. In the deductions 
of this class, multitudes of “unlearn- 
ed and unstable” minds suffer them- 
selves to rest; or even gather up with 
fatal avidity, the speculations which 
are detailed out by them—ignorant 
and incapable of appreciating the true 
grounds of the system; desirous only 
to dismiss the restraints from which 
it delivers them, and pleased with 
the impunity which it promises. 

The omission of early instruction 
in religion, by laying the foundation 
of an habitual neglect of the sacred 
Scriptures; and consequent ignor- 
ance of their simplest doctrines, are 
clearly at the bottom of nearly the 
whole success of this far-spreading 
heresy. 

The human mind will have its 
/course on moral and religious sub- 
| jects:--though oppressed and enfee- 
| bled in the spiritual wreck of the 
| apostacy, and drenched with the poi- 
son of sin, it will have its religious 
notions, perhaps its religious feel- 
ings——however crude, however pre- . 
posterous. The Bible may be un- 
studied--it may be rejected; yet, 
every individual has his impressions 
on some of the high and momentous 
subjects which it reveals. And ev- 
ery unregenerated and uninstructed 
mind, naturally takes, on several of 
these subjects, the same general di- 
rection. This native bias, to which 
the love of sin, imparts nearly its 
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whole strength, is dignified in this 
new theory, with the name of cov- 
science,—the vice-gerent of God in 
the human breast—aud triumphant- 
ly produced in evidence of tne ab- 
surdity of the doctrine of original 
sin, and total depravity. 

The propagators of the errors in 
question, taugut by the course waich 
their own reiigious speculations 
most naturally jake without the 
guidance of divine revelation, thus 
acquire a clue to the operations of 
every mind destitute of a sound 
knowledge of the Scriptures, on the 
same subjects. Their first, and 
commonly, a too successful appeal 
for the purpose of prosclytisim is, 
therefore, made to the natural im- 
pressions of such as submit them- 
selves to their teaching. These 
find in the scheme, a coincidence 
with their previous crude and gene- 
ral conceptions, which at once sur- 
prises, flatters, and delights them— 
they listen with a lively preposses- 
sion to every argument which can 
be produced in its favour; and are 
ofien, further gratified by discover- 
ing in the whole discussion, only an 
amplified and more distinct de- 
velopment of reasonings which had 
previously occurred to their own 
minds; but which they had them- 





selves beep previously unable to 
conceive so intelligibly, or mature 
to so satisfactory a form. They are 
now, perhaps, without a candid or 
serious perusal of a page of their 
Bibles—without a sincere petition to 
God for direction—the proselytes 
of so much of the scheme, as com- 
monly ensures in tine the adoption | 
of the whole. Contrary to the sound | 
and salutary directions of the fure- 
going discourses, to begin the struc- | 
ture of our faith by a devout study | 
of the plainest and most important | 
parts of the sacred Scripture, and | 
to regulate all our successive inves- | 
tigations into the same treasury of | 
truth by the analogy of doctrines | 
thus acquired; the thoughtless vic- | 





tims of the delusion in question, vir- 
tually begin the building with ma- 
terials supplied by their own mii cs, 
without even submitung them to the 

correcting of the Word of God. 

Hence they make, not the difficult 
parts of the sacred volume, conform 
to the plainer; but the simplest and 
must intelligible give way to the cic- 
tates of their own feelings. And 
what the uature of these feelings is, 
may be learnt from such Scripture as 
the toliowing: “The natural man un- 
derstandeth not the things of the S;.i- 
ritof God, neithe: can he know them, 
because wey are Spiritually discern- 
ed:? “The carnal mind is enmity 
against God: “Let God be true, 
but every man a liar?” “Vain in 
their imaginations, and their foolish 
heart darkened:” “Ahenated from 
God, through the ignorance that is 
in them:” “Who love darkness 
rather than light; neither come to the 
light, lest their deeds should be re- 
proved.” ‘These Scriptures are not 
here produced, in order by a rash 
or random application, to aggravate 
the folly and madness of the class 
of persons whom they describe. 
But to whom is it possible to apply 
them, if not to those who never have 
made religion a subject of serious 
and deep concern, or of fervent 


prayer—who never have dissolved : 


the ties which bind their hearts to 
the world—who are careless and 
unrestrained, if not lax and immo- 
ral in their conduct—who, in short, 
remain by their own confession and 
choice, im the same condition of 
apostacy and unregenerateness, in 
which they were born; and reject as 
a fable, the doctrine of a divine. in- 
fluence to renew the heart? Enther 
these Scriptures relate to this class, 
and are descriptive of their relation 
to God, and the true character of 
their hearts in his sight, or they are 
without any just application or mean- 
ing whatever. For such, therefore, 
to trust to their own hearts, and lean 
the immortal interests of their souls, 
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


The London Evangelical Maga- | 
zine, in speaking 00 this subject, | 


remarks, that “the day we live m 
is big with events, which have an 


SIGNS OF THE TIMES.-—-LORD BISHOP OF JAMAICA, 


important bearing on the cause ol | 
religion universally, and on the, 


present and future happiness of the 
human race. We are approaching 
that era in the history of the world, 
when the blessings of civil 
religious liberty will be enjoyed by 
all the children of men. ‘This is the 
high decree of the God of heaven, 
and though earth and hell combine 
to oppose, it must and shall be ac- 
complished in due time. Yet we 
are not to expect that this great 
revolution will be brought about at 
once, and withouta struggle. They 
must be little acquainied with the 
history of mankind who flatter them- 
selves that Satan will quietly suffer 
his dominions to be invaded and 
overthrown without an effort of 
resistance. He is at this time unit- 
ing his forces, political and eccle- 
siastical, into a grand confederacy 
against civil and religious liberty. 
We see Emperors, Kings, Princes, 
Popes, Prelates, Priests, and Jesuits, 
together with the false prophet, all 
conspiring to stop the progress of 
knowledge, and the enlargement of 
the Messiah’s kingdom among men. 

‘He that sitteth in the heavens 
shall laugh: Jehovah shall have 
them in derision! The events 
which are taking place justify these 
remarks. The Grand Sultan has 
issued a firman forbidding the cir- 
culation of the Scriptures, and com- 
manding all who are possessed of 
copies, to deliver themup. The 
Greek ecclesiastics of the higher 
order are also discovering their 
hostility to the Bible. The bulls of 
the Pope, and the re-establishment 
of the order of the Jesuits are 
unequivocal proofs of their concur- 
rence. 

[. Y. Religious Chronicle. 
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LORD BISHOP OF JAMAICA, (W. 1) 


ln a late Kingston (Jamaica) 
paper, we find the following corres- 
p ndence between the Presbyterians 
vi that Island, and the present Lord 
Bishop, who had recently arrived 
amoung them. It indicates a degree 
of Catholicism and of Christian 
liberality, which, if it more general- 
ly exisied among those of different 
denominations, would redound to 
the honour of the gospel, and to the 
advancement of pure and undefiled 
religion. 

Kingston, 26th Feb. 1825, 

Address of the ministers, Elders, 
and Members of the Church of 
Scotland, to the Right Reverend 
Christopher, Lord Bishop of Jamai- 
ca. 

My Lord Bishop.—We the 
Minister and Elders, r« presentativ vs 
of the Church of Scotland in this 
Island, beg leave to offer our sincere 
cobgratulauions on your sale arrival 
in Jamaica; and request your Lord- 
ship to accept the assurances of our 
most ready co-operation with the 
Clergy of the Diocess, in every plan 
which may be devised for yropagate 
ing religion, and for poet ts o. it 
among the ignorant, 

Deeply sensible of that spirit of 
liberality and candour with which 
the Clergy, and other Members of 
the Society for promoting Christian 
knowledge, extended its advantages 
to the Scotish Church, before your 
Lordship was appointed President, 
we have now to express our grati- 
tude for the privilege thus afforded 
us, of extending the benefits of reli- 
gious improvement to all ranks; 
and considering that the great ob- 
ject to be secured and provided for, 
is the instruction of old and young 
in the knowledge of the sacred 
scripture, and in the pure principles 
af true piety and good morals; that 
by these means they may be saved 
from the greatest of all dangers, 
ignorance of our holy faith; we beg 








to assure your Lordship, that we 
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shall exert our humble efforts, to 
coniribute annually to the support 
of the Society; laying aside all differ- 
ences of opinion, to rally round it as 
a common standard, and by our in- 
dividual and united endeavours, as- 
sist in diffusing the word of God, 
the food of spiritual life, amongst all 
our poorer brethren. 
The Lord Bishopf’s reply. 

Gentlemen,—\ receive with pe- 
culiar satisfaction, these proofs of 
respect for the sacred office, to 
which it has pleased his Majesty to 
call me, from so respectable a por- 
tion of the Established Church of 
Scotland. 

Recognized and protected by the 
sane impartial laws, represented by 


ATTERBURY ON DIFFICULT PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE. 








JULY, 


the same most gracious Sovereign, 
as our acknowledged and legitimate 
head, let that laudable emulation 
which has hitherto raised up, under 
both establishments, so many splen- 
did ornaments of their profession, 
still continue “to provoke each 
other to love.” Let our only con- 
tention be, how each may best dif- 
fuse the consolations and exemplify 
the precepts of the Gospel. 

From the high character of the 
Minister, who now so ably officiates 
in the Presbyterian community of 
Jamaica, I feel the greater confi- 
dence in the declaration of these 
sentiments; and may the blessing of 
Almighty God attend the exercise 
of our mutual endeavours, 


Uevicw, 


We embrace the present occa- 
sion, after having noticed the Ser- 
mon of Bishop Ravenscroft against 
the “sufficiency of the Scriptures 
for their own interpretation,” of 
"presenting to our readers, the con- 
clusion of a Review, long since 
prepared, of Bishop Atterbury’s 
Sermons, on the difficult passages 
of Scripture. It appears that this 
distinguished prelate entertained a 
widely different view of the inspired 
volume—of its usefulness and im 

ortance in enlightening the mind 
in spiritual things—of its sufficiency 
to guide the humble inguirer to « 
saving knowledge of his Redeemer 
—of its abundant plainness to be un- 
derstood by all who are disposed 
to receive the truth in the love of 
it,—from some modern divines who 
have arrayed themselves against 
Bible Societies. 

It is nota little gratifying to us 
to witness the increasing unanimity 
and zeal of all protestant christen- 
dom in sending the Bible to the ut- 
most ends of the Earth, and the 
strong desire so generally manifest- 
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ed of putting into the hands of eve- 
ry human bemg the means of sal- 
vation. 

Even in the benighted and super- 
stitious church of Rome, a_ bright 
star has arisen, scattering light and 
knowledge wherever he goes.— 
More than 500,000 Bibles and Testa- 
ments has Leander Van Ess, a Ro- 
man priest, distributed in Europe. 
Other priests have joined him, and 
we hope the day is not distant when 
even the Pope himself will lay aside 
his triple crown and follow the ex- 
ample of the Protestant Missionaries, 
and prefer carrying the word of life 
to the hovels and cabins of the poor, 
rather than retainthe pageantry and 
character of the man of sin. 


The Difficult Passages of Scripture vin- 
dicated from such exceptions as are 
usually made to them; and proper 
directions given how we are to use 
them ; in three Sermons, preached at 
the Rools, in the year 1711. By Fran- 
cis Atterbury, D. D. late Lord Bp. of 
Rochester, and Dean of Westminster. 

SERMON Ill. 
( Concluded from page 58, Vol. 3. Rep.) 
The discussion of the subject 
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turns, in this discourse, on the last ! 
clause of the 16th verse of 2d. Pe- 
ter ii: “which they that are un- 
learned and unstable wrest, as they 
do also the other Scriptures, unto. 
their own destruction.” I[t is this 
part of the passage, which, in a 
practical view, clothes the whole 
subject with that avtul mteres: 
which may well enyage, 'o all the 
foregoing details of doctrine con- 
nected with it, the most awakened | 
attention of every sudent of the sa- | 
cred volume Here are described 
practices which every peisou who 
le ds his thoughts to the concerns | 
of nts salvation, and who even re- 
Sorts to the fountain head of divine 
koowledye, is Lable to adopt—re. | 
suiting in destruction! The very | 
fursuit of religious knowledge is 
here declared to be attended with— 
fital dangers Its neglect is infalli- | 
biy ruinous. But it is only the abuse — 
of the means of religious know- 
ledge, against which the warning | 
voice of the text is so loudly raised: 
and the nature of this abuse, toge 
ther with the temptations to it, are- 
in the remaining discourse of the | 
series, placed in the clearest light, 

The very opening of the text is 
suited to relieve the anxiety of the 
sincere and humble inquirer; while | 
it preserves in reference to the tri- 
fling, the adventurous, the self-con- 
fiding, and the lsincere speculatist, 
the whole force of the apostolic ad- 
monition: 

“By unlearned men, the Apostle means 
not such as wanted that which we com. 
monly call learning, but such as were 
not well skilled in divine things. By 
unstable, such as, not being well ground- 
ed in the*Faith, were, upon that account, 
easy to be drawn aside into pernicious 
opinions and destructive errors. Such, 
he says, as these, wrest, i. e. misunder- 
stand, misapply, and pervert the writings 
of St. Paul, and the other scriptures: | 
and this they do, to their own destruction: 
that is, to their eternal ruin in another 
world.” 

This explanation has been exno- 


| 
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sed to the exceptions of superficial l 
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and worldly reasoners, who are apt 
to believe the faith of behevers as 
visionary, aod all religious truth as 
of too abstract and impalpable a 
character to involve the erroneous 
ia substantial sufferings, and end- 
less destruction, on the ground of 
its undue severity. To meet these 
objections on the proper ground, 
the Bishop proceeds to limit and 
define, more specifically, the nature 
if the abuse which Is here so seri- 
ously reproved: 


“It must be considered, that, to wrest 
scripture, doth n_ strictness of speech 
signify, not only to misinterpret, and 
misunderstand it, out of weakness and 
ignorance, as any christian may blame- 
lesly do, but with some degree of per- 
versity and wilfulness to force an un- 
natural and false construction upon it, in 
order to make it fall in with our corrupt 
opinions and prejudices, which we have 
beforehand entertained, and resolved 
not to part with. Thus much is intimat- 
ed by the original word g¢psSaovv, 
which signifies, either to detort or turn 
away, or to tomment, and put to the ques- 
tion,” 

“Secondly, we are to observe, what 
kind o° passages in scripture they were, 
which these men are said to have wrested, 
They were such as were hard to be under- 
stood (so the preceding words speak) 
and such as, for that very reason, there 
was no necessity that they should under- 
stand, and yet these men would pretend 
to understand them, and to be very posi- 
tive also, and peremptory in their 
opinions concerning them. Further it 
appears, that these places treated not of 
slight indifferent points of doctrine, but 
of such as were of the utmost concern 
and moment; such as were the founda 
tions of the christian faith, and the very 
pillars that supported the whole frame 
of religion. I say, it appears, that they 
treated of such points as these, from the 
foregoing parts of this chapter, where 
St. Peter discourses of the day of judg- 
ment, of its certainty, and of the wise 
reasons for which God was pleased to 
delay it; and represents some men as 
scofing at these doctrines, and saying, 
where is the promise of his coming? For 
since the fathers fell asleep, all things con- 
tinue as they were. Yo convince these 
scoffers he urges the authority of St. 
Paul to them; who in his Epistles had 
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maintained ths same assertions, not al- 
Ways however cxpressed with such a 
degree of evidence and cicarness, as 
migit be thought necessary to prevent 
ali mistakes; trom whence ill men had 
taken ap occasion to abuse his words to 
a quite diiferent sense, and to pervert 
his meaning. So that the points of 
doctrine, to which these wrested texts 
referred, were great and fundamental 
ones; and winch it was of the last umpor- 
tance to be rigutly instructed in. And 
to Gils we may add also a ¢/iird remark, 
that Us torced interpreiauon of obscure 
passages Was in opposition to other 
piuin and evident texts.” 

“the full import of the text therefore, 
under these several Explications, will 
be, that iney who, being misled by pride, 
and vanity, or any other lust and passion, 
perverted the sense of scripture, in 
order to make it suit with their own 
wicked practices, or justify their ill 
Opinions; who vexed and tortured texts 
in order to make them speak such lan- 
Sage as was tor their purpose; who did 


this in passages very hard to be under- | 


stood, and therefore not necessary to be 
understood, and in points of doctrine 
which were of the utmost concern and 
importance, and interpreted these pas- 
sages, in relation to these points, quite 
contrary to other plain and express 
places of scripture; these men, I say, are 
very justly and reasonably said, to have 
wrested the scriptures to their own de- 
struction. For surely there was such a 
complication of insincerity, pride, and 
obstinacy in this manner of wresting 
scripture, as deserved such a condemna- 
tion.” 

“A misunderstood place of Scripture 
may overthrow one of the prime articles 
of Faith, which God has made necessary 
to be believed in order to salvation: or 
it may destroy the morality of the 
Gospel, by introducing a loose opinion 
concerning life and manners. By wrest- 
ing one single passage of holy writ, a 
man may either deny the Lord who bought 
him, or turn the grace of God -into 
lasciviousness. And he that does either 
of these, cannot be said to be severely 
dealt with, though he be cut off from the 
mercies of the Gospel For a life lead 
in opposition to the plain practical rules 
of christianity, or without that faith, 
which christianity requires, are either of 
then a su 'Fcient cause of our condemna- 
tion Andtherefore such a wilful wrest- 
ing of scripture, as occasions either of 
these, must in its consequence be damn- 
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able, and excuse God in pronouncing 
this sentence, from all manner ot seven- 
ty or rigour in his dealings with us,” 

In ihe appiicauon of the doctrine 
thus elucidated and establisied, the 
learned author of the discourses 
pauses to consider the fact deduci- 
ble trom the declaration of the text 
itself that “the scriptures were per- 
verted and turned by ill men to ill 
purposes, in the times of the Apos- 
tiles themselves ; that they were uo 
sooner written but they were wrest- 
ed.” 

The inference is very naturally 


drawn, 

“That if this happened in the Apostles’ 
| days, then well might it happen in after- 
' times; especially in this age, which ts at 
80 great a distance from the time of the 
| Apostles’ writing. We may cease to 
| wonder, how it has come to pass, that so 
many controversies have been started 
about the sense of Scripture, that it has 
been urged to so many wrong and dif- 
ferent purposes, and brought to support 
_and countenance so many heretical opi- 
nions in latter days, when we find that 
during the lives of St. Paul and St Peter 
themselves, it was thus insincerely and 
‘unfairly dealt with, The ink was hardly 

dry, which fell from the Apostles’ pens, 
but men began to dispute about the 
words that were wrote in it; to miscon- 
strue, and misapply them, every one to 
_ such doctrines as pleased him best; and 
_to draw from the inspired writings things 
destructive of faith and salvation, in the 
face of the inspired authors of them, 
without asking, or at least, without taking 
their opinions in the point; who surely 
had been the properest men to have 
given an account of their own meaning. 
And if these things were so then, what 
wonder is it, if ever since, and especially 
now, in these dregs of time, there be 
wilful men found, who will oppose their 
own vain fancies and novelties to the 
general sense of the whole body of 
christians, and not submit themselves to 
such a concurrent testimony in the ex- 
position of scripture, as though of the 
utmost moment towards determining our 
assent, yet falls far short of infallibility 
and inspiration. 
' From the same observation also we 
may learn, in the 2d place, that an uner- 
ring expounder of scripture is not so 
| useful and necessary, as some men would 
| make us believe it is; because if there 
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were such an one, and he were known ! 


and acknowledged to be such by all men, 
yet would uot that secure all men from 
misinterpreting scmp'ure, as 13 plain 
from tne instance of the text. The 
Apostles were certainly unexceptionable 
interpreters of their own writings, and 
infallible judges of all controversies that 
could arise from them; and yet notwith- 
standing this, their writings were in their 
own tune perverted, to countenance 
erroneous and heretical doctrines; and so 
doubtless would they be now, though | 
there were an infallible judge upon 
earth still.” 


The serious reader can hardly 
have entered into the sentiments of 
the Rt. Rev. author of these dis- 
courses, and read with becoming 
interest the progress of the argu- 
ment throughon: the forgoing pages, 
without beginning to be sensible of 
the importance a: 1d utility of an huin- 
ble and carefi:l perusal of the sacred 
volume. The remaining part of the 
discourse is accordingly devoted to 
the practical deductions which so 
impressively suggest themselves to 
the mind which is properly aifected 
with the momentous doctrine of the 
text. 





“1st We must take care that the end, 
we propose to ourselves in these inqui- 
ries be good and laudable, They must | 
not be entered upon out of meer curi-, 
osity and wantonness, not out of a vain | 
and fruitless desire of knowledge, nor | 
out ofa design of being more skilful and 
learned than other men, and of appearing 
to understand every thing; but the end 
of all our searches in this case ought to 
be, that we may improve in the skill of | 
those divine truths, which were on _pur- 
pose committed to writing, that there 
might be matter in holy writ, fit always 
to employ our repeated meditations, and 
to exercise our strictest attention: that | 
we may by such searches gain to our- 
selves higher and more enlarged appre- | 
hensions of Gol, a truer and clearer 
sense of the deep wisdom of all his 
mysterious dispensations; and may thus 
raise up our minds into greater degrees — 
of holy admiration, reverence, and awe.” | 
| 





The direction next in ths Seres 
deserves 2 first place among ‘hose | 


thoroughly familiarised practical | 


ATTERBURY ON DIFFICULT PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE. 


| 
| 


! 








557 


maxims which it behoves every in- 


|| dividual of the human family to en- 
-tertain, for the regulation of all his 


inquiries into the sacred truths of 
divine revelation. Let it be a point 
setued, for ever, with every man 
who has a soul to save, anda Bi- 
ble to read for his instruction in the 


‘| way of salvation, that without bring- 


ing to the perusal of the divine re- 
cords, mind divested of its self- 
conceit—humbied down to the tem- 
per of a child—ready to recur 
without questioning their possibilty, 
the protoundest mysteries,—or dis- 
puting their e quity, the severest de- 
cisions of divine justice, he posses- 
ses a temper which must inevitably 
deteat the object of his inquiries: he 
opposes the order of Providence— 
and will be liable at every step, to 
plunge still deeper and deeper, in 


, error, confusion, and perdition, The 


author procecds—= 


“Qdly, We must come to this work, as 


_with aright intention, so with a mind 





| 





rightly disposed and qualified to pursue 
that intention; not presuming on our own 
strength; not with an high opinion and 
conceit of our particular gifts, abilities, 
or advantages, as if we alone were able 
to clear up all dificulties, and to go to 
the bottom of ail mysteries, and that 
nothing were too hard forus. This is 
not a temper of mind, either naturally 
fitted for such a work, or which God 
delights to bless with supernatural 
assistances and discoveries. No, if ever 
we hone to make our inquiries of this 
kind successful and profitable to us, we 
must be sure to conduct them with great 
modesty, with a becoming diffidence and 
distrust of ourselves, humbly and chiefly 


i| relying upon God for his gracious help 


and assistance; and in order to it, putting 
up frequent and fervent petitions to that 
rool Spirit, which indited the holy 
scriptures, that he wauld please to en- 
lichten ns with the knowledge of all the 
deep mysteries contained there... ’Tis 
humilitv and devotion that principally 
qualifv us forsuch searches as these; and 
will do more by themselves towards 
giving a man a true understanding of 
scripture, than all the gifts and parts in 
the world will de, when separated from 
them. For it is true in this instance, as 
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well asin many others, that God resisteth 
the proud, and giveth grace to the lowly.” 


In order to keep alive in the mine 
these lowly dispositions, and form it 
to a habit of humility, we are directed 


“3dly, In our searches of this kind, 
ever to carry this truth along with us (a 
truth I have largely explained, and 
proved to you in a former discourse) 
that there is no place of holy writ hard 
to be understood, that is needful to be 
understood by us. If we maintain this 
reflection constantly upon our minds, it 
will teach us not to lay too great stress 
upon these difficulties, nor to employ too 
much of our time upon them, so as to be 
in the least taken off from considering 
what is more plain and profitable in 
scripture, what can more easily and use- 
fully be understood, and is indeed more 
necessary to be understood by us 
Some men pore so much, and so long 
upon passages of a disputed meaning, 
as if they thought it indispensably re- 
quisite to determine themselves of one 
side or other of the question; as if the 
whole of religion were concerned in 
such difficult inquiries; they are so busy 
in opening and exolaining Aard places, 
that thev forget to meditate unon plain 
ones, and to govern their lives under a 
lively and vigorous sense of the doc 
trines contained in them: which is doing 
just asthe Pharisees did, Tuthing mint 
and rue, and all manner of herbs, and 
passing over judgment and the love af God 
Whereas (as our Saviour in that case 
decides) these ouwrht they to have done, 
and not to have left the other undone.” 


The directions follow, 


“Sihly, If we would not wrest the 
hard places in Scripture, we must be 
sure to make that an inviolable rule and 
law to ourselves, never to expound them 
80 as to oppose f rsfpicnons and clear ones 
but so to order our interpretation of 
doubtful points, as to make them fall in 
with the clear and intelligible narts of 
the same revelation; so as torether with 
them to make up one eemplete bedv of 
truths, perfectly agreeing with each 
other.” 

“The best wav of knowing whether a 
Iine be crooked or not, is to apply it to 
one that is confessedly strairht; and the 
surest wav of not erring in obscure 
passages, is to make plain texts the 
measure and judge of them. The 
greatest part o* the abuses and misinter 
pretations of scripture have azisen from 


ATTERBURY ON DIFFIGULT PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE. 


JULY, 


a contrary management; from men’s 
giving Obscure texis a new and particu. 
lar sense of ther own fret, and then 
growing fond of that invention after. 
ware and resolving to bring ali the 
plainest passages in scripture, whether 
they will or no, to countenance and 
comply with it.” 

“it is fit for us to observe, Sth/y, and 
lastly, that the safest and securest way of 
looking into these dvovonza of St. 
Paul, and the other holy writers, is, to 
postpone the consideration of them, till 
we have mastered what is sure and easy in 
scripture, till we have rooted and ground- 
ed ourselves in those points of doctrine 
that lie obvious and open; and when we 
have done that, there will be no danger 
of looking into any thing else, let it be 
never so hard, and never so obscure. 
For either we shall hit upon the right 
interpretation of it; or if we do not, the 
wrong one shall not hurt us.******He 
can never maintain any thing directly re- 
pugnant to the catholic faith, and evident. 
ly destructive of it; and while he does not, 
he may maintsin what else he pleases; 
and so he does it with sobriety and 
modesty, and a due deference to the 
opinion of those, who have a right to be 
listened to in these things, his errour 
(if it be one) shall never prove danger- 
ous, or be imputed to him.***** That 
} faith which we keep pure and undefiled 
in fundamentals, shall either enable us 
to find out those truths of lesser moment, 
that perfectly agree with it, or shall 
excuse us before God, if we should miss 
of them. There will be a probability 
}from hence of our understanding ob- 
| Scure texts rightly; or if we do not, yet 
there ‘will be a certainty of our not in- 
curring the guilt of wresting scripture te 
our own destruction.”’ 

“I might observe also from hence, in 
the 3d place, that if perverting obscure 
passages of scripture be a thing in itself 
damnable, as St. Peter assures us, it is; 
how much more certainly damnable is it 
to pervert plain ones? And then infer, 

“4thly, and lastly also, that if such a 
semtence be pronounced upon those, 
who wrest scripture; then surely a much 
higher degree of punishment is reserved 
for those, who affront and ridicule it.” 

It is impossible to Gismiss the 
| Weiwhty subject so instructively, and, 
|i) our judgment, so conclusively 
handled in these discourses, without 


particularly applying the great prin- 








| Ciples of Scripture interpreiation, 
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which the author deduces from it, 
to some of the existing abusés of the 
sacred volume. 

The nature of sin and errour has 
undergone no essential change since 
the beginning of the 18th century:-— 
and on no other supposition could 
the corrective admonition directed 
by the Bishop of Rochester, against 
the theological evils of that age, have 
been so exactly suited to those of 
our own. 

The discourses are rather conver. 
sant with principles than with facts: 
but they administer reproof too di- 
rect to be easily misapplied, and too 
serious to be evaded with levity, to 
the adventurous perversity of a race 
of theologians, if the term may ad- 
mit the application, who, whether 
we regard their numbers, their sub- 
tlety, or their bold rejection of the 
plainest truths, are to be ranked 
among the worst enemies of the 
Christian faith. Their desolating 
progress in the christian world, af- 
fords no cause of alarm as respects 
the ultimate security of the Church 
of Christ, or the final triumphs of his 
Gospel. For the promises which 
engage eternal safety to his cause, 
rest on the saine immutable grounds 
with the prediction, that “offences 
must come’”’: which is so convinc- 
ingly verified in the very example 
which they afford us. The jral 
success of error ovght not, and were 
the faith of believers as steadfast as 
it should be, it cow/d not to them, be 
the object of apprehension, or the 
source of disquietude. But we have 
no divine assurance that the agents 
of error, will not drown themselves 
in perdition, or that their numerous 
frroselytes may not likewise perish 
in their delusions. On the contrary, 
a divine ‘woe’ is recorded against 
‘those by whom offences come;’ and 
the perverters of scripture do it ‘to 
their own destruction.” The deluge 
could not endanger the safety of the 
ark itself, or of the individuals whom 


it enclosed:—but it drewned a world: | 
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and though the unbelief of man can- 
not shake the faith of God,—-and in 
this the friends of the truth must 
evermore rejoice—it nevertheless 
remains true, that “he that believeth 
not, shall be damned.” 

It would almost seem that the 
work of vexing and perverting the 
word of God, is at length reduced 
to a science, and pursued as a call- 
ing. Men of reflection and imelli- 
gence are amusing themselves on 
this awful subject, with speculations 
which are no less imposing to mis- 
guided reason, than they are flatter- 
ing to pride, and acceptable to the 
unsanctified heart. In the deductions 
of this class, multitudes of “unlearn- 
ed and unstable” minds suffer them - 
selves to rest; or even gather up with 
fatal avidity, the speculations which 
are detailed out by them—ignorant 
and incapable of appreciating the true 
grounds of the system; desirous only 
to dismiss the restraints from which 
it delivers them, and pleased with 
the impunity which it promises. 

The omission of early instruction 
in religion, by laying the foundation 
of an habitual neglect of the sacred 
Scriptures; and consequent ignor- 
ance of their simplest doctrines, are 
clearly at the bottom of nearly the 
whole success of this far-spreading 
heresy. 

The human mind will have its 
course on moral and religious sub- 
jects:—-though oppressed and enfee- 
bled in the spiritual wreck of the: 
apostacy, and drenched with the poi- 
son of sin, it will have its religious 
notions, perhaps its religious feel- 
ings—however crude, however pre- 
posterous. The Bible may be un- 
studied—it may be rejected; yet, 
every individual has his impressions 
on some of the high and momentous 
subjects which it reveals. And ev- 
ery unregenerated and uninstructed 
mind, naturally takes, on several of 
these subjects, the same general di- 
rection. This native bias, to which 
the love of sin, imparts nearly its 
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whole strength, is dignified in this 
pew theory, with the name of con- 
science,—the vice-gerent of God in 
the human breasi—and tnumphant- 
ly produced in evidence of the ab 
surdity of the doctrine of original 
sin, and total depravity. 

The propagators of the errors in 
question, taught by the course which 
their own religious speculalions 
most naturally iake without the 
guidance of divine revelation, thus 
acquire a clue to the operations of 
every mind destitute of a sound 
knowledge of the Scriptures, on the 
same subjects. Their first, and 
commonly, a too successful appeal 
for the purpose of proselytism 1s, 
therefore, made to the natural im- 
pressions of such as submit them- 
selves to their teaching. These 
find in the scheme, a coincidence 
with their previous crude and gene- 
ral conceptions, which at once sur- 
prises, flatters, and delights them— 
they listen with a lively preposses- 
sion to every argument which can 
be produced in its favour; and are 
often, further gratified by discover- 
ing in the whole discussion, ouly an 
amplified and more distinct de- 
velopment of reasonings which had 
previously occurred to their own 
minds; but which they had them- 
selves been previously unable to 
conceive so intelligibly, or mature 
to so satisfactory a form. They are 
now, perhaps, without a candid or 
serious perusal of a page of their 
Bibles—without a sincere petition to 
God for direction—the proselytes 
of so much of the scheme, as com- 
monly ensures in time the adoption | 
of the whole. Contrary to the sound 
and salutary directions of the fore- 
going discourses, to begin the struc- 
ture of our faith by a devout study 
of the plainest and most important 
parts of the sacred Scripture, and 














to regulate all our successive inves- 
tigations into the same treasury of || i 
truth by the analogy of doctrines | | 
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tims of the delusion in question, vir. 
tually begin the buildiug with ma- 
terials supplied by their own minds, 
without even subinitting them to the 
correciing of the Word of God. 
idence they make, not the difficult 
parts of the sacred volume, coitorm 
to the plainer; but toe simplest and 
most jatelligible give way to the dic- 
tates of their own feein.gs. And 
what the nature of these feelings is, 
may be learnt from such Scripture as 
the toliowing: * The natural man un- 
derstandeth not the things of the S; i- 
r.tot God, neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discern- 
ed:”” ©The carnal mind is enmity 
against God:” “Let God be true, 
but every man a liar: “Vain in 
their imaginations, and their foolish 
heart darkened:” “Atienated fiom 
God, through the ignorance that is 
in them: “Who love darkness 
rather than light; neither come to the 
light, lest their deeds should be re- 
proved.” ‘These Scriptures are not 
here produced, in order by a rash 
or random application, to aggravate 
the folly and madness of the class 
of persons whom they describe, 
But to whom is it possible to apply 
them, if not to those who never have 
made religion a subject of serious 
aud deep cuncern, or of fervent 
prayer—who never have dissolved 
the ties which bind their hearts to 
the world—who are careless and 
unrestrained, if not lax and immo- 
ral in ‘their conduct—who, in short, 
remain by their own confession aud 
choice, m the same condition of 
apostacy and unregenerateness, in 
which they were born; and reject as 
a fable, the doctrine of a divine in- 
fluence to renew the heart? Either 
these Scriptures relate to this class, 
and are descriptive of their relation 
to God, and the true character of 
their hearts in his sight, or they are 
without any just application or mean- 
ing whatever. For such, therefore, 
to trust to their own hearts, and lean 


thus acquired; the thoughtless vic- || the immortal interests of their souls, 
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on a system which has its strongest 
recommendation in the circumstan- 
ce of its agreement with their reli- 
gious notions and feelings, is to 
drink at the very fountain-head of 
error, and make sure of self-decep- 
tion; and, if there be truth in St. Pe- 
ter’s declaration—to rush inevitably 
on their own destruction. 

The denial of the entire depravity 
of the human heart, is a Step in the 
road of error, directly leading to 
these fatal delusions. Persuade a 
man that his heart is not bad enough 
to need a total renovation, by the 
divine Spirit; and he unavoidably 
must regard it as not too bad to be 
in some degree, trusted—at any rate, 
he can not regard it as “above all 


things deceitful,” if the position of 


its desperate wickedness is disbe- 
lieved. Consequently, be will not 
hold his mind strongly guarded a- 
gainst its dictates, in matters of faith 
and doctrine. 
is of course to follow the leadings 
of unsanciified inclination. The 
man indulges his wishes in regard to 
religion; and easily persuades him- 
self on most points, to believe what 
he wishes true. The individual who 
ventures to cherish the flattering 
persuasion “ that every imagination 
of the thought of the unrenewed heart 
isnot evil continually,” treads on 
dangerous ground, and is not safe 
from the worst errors ! 

It has been observed, that the 
practice of “wresting the Scrip- 
ture,” has acquired the support 
of an imposing theory, and is re- 
duced to a science. AS an ex- 
pedient necessary to the success of 
this daring design, the authority 
of Scripture in general, is depressed 
by an arbiirary and most unreasona- 
ble distinction between the divine re- 
velation itself, and the writings which 
contain this revelation. ‘The divine 
revelation itself, it is admitted, when 
ascertained, is conclusive. But the 


writings of the Old and Néw Tes- 
taments, in which it is to be sought, 
Vou. 6....No. 12—Xxx 


And, not to oppose, }J 
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exhibit much of the same imperfec- 
tion, and many of the errors in rea- 
soning and sentiment, if not in fact, 
which characterise human writings 
in general! Like a witness who has 
iL in his power to deliver correct and 
definite testimony, but who if left to 
himself, will be likely to falsify the 
truth, or deliver it only in vague and 
unintelligible terms, they consider it 
necessary instead of receiving the 
Scriptures in their plain and obvious 
sense, to put them to the torture, 
till they declare a meaning in which 
they can acquiesce. ‘Thus the light 
of heaven, in order to be seen by 
them, must be assisted by lights of 
their own, God is not suffered to 
speak but by an interpreter of their 
own appointment; his words are 
not received, until they are made to 
bear an import of their own sugges- 
tion, For that such is the effect of 
that process of criticism which is so 
fearlessly applied to the Holy Vo- 
lume, will undeniably appear on a 
simple enumeration of some of its 
rules. 

The first is, that human reason, 
as far as it reaches, is a safe direc- 
tory of religious faith, and of equal 
authority with any other form of di- 
vine revelation: and that, there- 
fore, every declaration of the sa- 
cred writings, which opposes the 
dictates of enlightened reason, must 
be by some means set aside as no 
part of divine revelation.—T his rule 
is manifestly most false and hazar- 
dous :—/false, because human rea- 
son in its best estate was too weak to 
penetrate divine mysteries without 
supernatural aids—and in the pre- 
sent fallen state of human nature, 
many of its suggestions, especially 
in religion, are altogether perverse, 
and directly wrong: it is hazardous, 
because defeating the very end of 
divine revelation, which was to in- 
struct the ignorance, and to correct 
the perverseness of the human 
mind; and because directly provo- 
king the justice of God, by prefer- 
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ring their own wisdom above his, to 
“give them up to delusion, to be- 
lieve alie.”” In applying this rule 
to the interpretation or rather to the 
silencing of the voice of Scripture, 
those who adopt it, set aside such 
passages as assert the holiness of 
God in a sense which rises above 
their previous conceptions on the 
subject ;—the evil of sin, if it ap- 
pears to transcend the previous es- 
timate of their own reason; the jus- 
tice of God, as far as their own feel- 
ings pronounce it severe ; the mode 
of the divine existence, where the 
scripture representations of this 
awful doctrine rise bevond the com- 
prehension of their reason; the gull- 
ty and fallen nature of man, just so 
far as the pride of reason may 
choose to disallow the humiliating 
truth; and finally, they set aside in 
the most arbitrary manner such 
truths as are most painful to the 
- unreconciled sinner, and most abu- 
sing to his unsanctified pride; how- 
ever expressly delivered, and how- 
ever often repeated. For if the 
scheme in question be analyzed, it 
will be found to contain not a doc- 
trine which the proudest mind would 
not readily admit; and the corrup- 
test heart would not unhesitatingly 
embrace. 

A second expedient, adopted on- 
ly when it suits the genius of the 
system, is, to refer to allegory ma- 
ny portions of the inspired writings 
conceived in the most express terms, 
and treating of the mast weighty 
and interesth:g subjects that a di- 
vince revelation can unfold to the 
human race. 

A third, is to attach a higher au- 
thority to certain select portions of 
the Scriptures, adapted in the same 
capricious spirit of partiality to their 
favorite views, than to others. In 
this discrimination the preceptive 
parts. of our Saviour’s instructions 
commonly receive a preference 
tending greatly to the injury of. the 
Apostolic writings. The only cause 


ATTERBURY ON DIFFICULT PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE. 











JULY, 


to be assigned is, that the injune- 
tions of the Saviour are less visibly 
and strongly connected with the 
distinguishing doctrines of redemp- 
tion, than the Epistles. 

A fourth advantage to this cause 
of error is derived from a variety 
of abuses and unjustifiable liberties 
taken in biblical literature. ‘This, 
of course, 1s ab instrument which 
men of some pretensions to learn- 
ing only can employ. But its 
effect is deplorably to shake the 
faith of the illiterate in the purity 
and authority of the word of God. 

By means of pretended compari- 
sons of ancient manuscripts of the 
New Testament, by conjectural 
cemendations of the sacred text; by 
ds'orting the received sense of the 
terms of the Greek, which is now a 
dead language; and by rashly de- 
termining many passages to be the 
in‘erpolations of careiess or disho- 
nest transcribers—the complexion 
of many portions of the divine wri- 
tings is very materially altered from 
that of the originals, and if not 
brought directly to approve, are 
mace not to condemn the system. 
I: is a circumstance which equally 
detecis the motive, and disproves 
the propriety of these alterations, 
that they are confined by the race 
of eritics in question, almost whol- 
ly to those passages which bear di- 
rectly against theirsystem. Near- 
ly every line of Scripture which 
would overthrow that, has been 
subjected with fatal effect to this 
process of torturing criticism— 
while scarcely a text, of different 
import, is thought to require it. 

The beldest liberty ever taken 
with the word of God; and the 
most flagrant instances of ‘ wrest- 
ing’? not those things which are 
hard to be understood, only, but 
many of the mest open and express 
déclarations of the Bible; have, in 
our opinion, been reserved for this 
dav, and for these theologians. 
With a view to counteract the 
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spread of these dangerous princi- 
ples, the foregoing discourses are 
offered and recommended to the re. 
peated perusal of our readers. The 
safe and scriptural principles which 
they set forth—the cautions and 
rules which they propose to the se- 
rious inquirer into the sense of di 
vine revelation, fully authorise the 
assertion with whith the abstract 
that we have offered of their con- 
teats, sets out, and with which we 
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ire willing to close our remarks: 
(nat we know of no treatise extant, 
on the subject of these discourses, 
which combines in an equal come 
pass, so much strength of argument 
with so much profitable instruction ; 
and that considered in their connex- 
ion as forming a body of illustrative 
notes on the genius of the New 
Testament Canon, they are without 
a parallel in the writings of modern 
or ancient divines. 








Miterary and Philosophical Xutelligeuce. 


Vanuscripts of Milton. We express- 
éd in our last, says the London Literary 
Gazette, a confident expectation, that 
where the MS. of Milton, now so much 
the object of literary curiosity, was 
found, it was most likely that other in- 
teresting papers might be discovered. 
We ow learn that, by the persevering 
exertions of Mr Lemon, Deputy keeper 
ef State Papers—(the gentleman to 
whom the tearned world are indebted 
for the discovery of the work now about 
to appear)—several very curious and in- 
teresting papers have been rescued from 
oblivion. They make us acquainted 
with facts hitherto unknown, relative to 
the official situation of the Poet; and 
also communicate several particulars re- 
lative to his family affairs They give 
some account of the property of his 
brother Christopher, and sis father-in- 
law, Mr. Richard Powell, of Forest-hill, 
Oxfordshire. The whole of these papers, 


eommunicated by Mr. Lemon to his ; 


superiors in office, have by them been 
laid before Mr Todd; and a life of the 
Poet, by that eminent scholar, incorpora- 
ting the documents we have mentioned, 
may be ex»ected in the course of the en- 
suing autumn, prefixed to a new edition 
of Milton’s poetical works. Among these 
papers we can stae will be found, the 
orders of Cromwell’s Council to Milton, 
addressed to him as Secretary for For- 
e gn Languages, with notes of the salary 
paid to him, from time te time, for his 
services in that capacity, 


Remarkable Case.—There is a person 
of middle age in the vicinity of Boston, 
who has nothing but the muscles and 


commen integuments to cever or defend /) 


. 








the heart on the west side of the thorax, 
The heart’s pulsation can be seen dis- 
tinctly, even pressing itself beyond the 
anterior side of the sternum, This isa 
great curiosity to the anatomist, and 
strikes those who are acquainted with 
the beautiful mechanism of this never- 
tiring organ, with astonishment—as it 
seems, on viewing this phenomenon, as 
tuough every succeeding diastole would 
burst the heart, and sever the thread of 
live in an instant. ‘The facts in relation 
to the case ure simply these:—When the 
individual of whom we are speaking 
was a child, by some strange accident 
all the rigs about this part were badly 
fractured, but instead of uniting again 
by a disposition of ossific matter, the 
absorbents took away the injured bone, 
and none was afterwards formed, thus 
leaving the heart entirely unprotected.— 
Even the puncture ofa pin at this tender 
point would be his death, and yet he is 
apparently so careless of his existence, 
that he never has provided himself 
with any pectoral defence beside his 
common clothing. [Medical Int. 


Francis 8. Wie61N8 proposes to pub- 
lish by subscription, the “Rise, History, 
and pro ress of Methodism in North 
America; by John Potts, pastor of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Trenton, 
N. J.” “The proposed work is a con- 
cise and condensed history of Methodism 
in this country, from its rise to the 
present time, comprising an account of 
its introduction and establishment—the 
annual increase and occasional declens 
sion in its membership—the most impor- 
tant changes and improvements that 
have heen made, from time to time, in 
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its ecclesiastical polity—extraordinary 
revivals of religion, with thé most strik 
ing incidents that have attended them— 
sketches of the character of those | 
cepa who have died in the travel-, 
ing connexion—a general view of the 
present state and prospects of Metho- 
dism, &c. &c.”’ 

The Churchman’s Magazine has been 
revived at Middletown, Conn.; edited by 
the Rev. Dr. Bronson, and published by 
Messrs. Starr & Niles. 





Mowality of the Greek and Roman 
Philosophers.—A Latin discourse obtain- 
ed the prize in the academy of Leyden, | 
in 1823, on the question, Whether or to | 
what extent the Philosophers (Greek and | 
Roman) founded morality upon the exis- | 
tence and attributes of the Divinity? | 
Leyden, 1824. pp. 137. 4to. | 

The author determined to consult, in | 
his researches, no other than the writers | 
of antiquity, and to cite them only in! 
their original texts. The following is 
the result of his investigations. ‘The | 
ancient Greek poets are not always ex- | 
plicit on the relation between God and | 
man, and the whole of them wandered 
in the darkness of polytheism, Never- 
theless, they taught the existence of | 
God, and even of an original or supreme 
deity—the chastisement of vice, and the 
recompense of virtue, in a future life. 
Among the philosophers, Pythagoras in- 
sisted much upon the connexioy between 
God and man, in establishing, upon the 
system of the metempsychosis, the re- 
ward of the good and the punishment of 
the wicked. Socrates discovered the 
origin of justice in the divine will. He 
maintained that the gods have a love for 
men, and inferred from their justice and 
their universal knowledge that they 
would punish the wicked. Plato taught 
the existence of one God, who formed 
the world by a thought of his intelli- 
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gence, and he affirmed the immortality 
of the soul, and rewards and punishments 
in another life, in admitting the system 
of the metempsychosis. He strictly in- | 
eulcated upon the minds of his pupils | 
the identity of morality with the worship | 
of the Divinity. Aristotle was one of the 
ancient philosophers who took the least 
pains to found morality upon the attri- 
butes of the Deity. He proclaimed that 
God is just, and that the virtues of men 
are agreeable to him; but he established 
no intimate relation between man and 
the Divinitv. He manifested, however, 
2 greatpespect for him; though he seem. 
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ed to prefer a general silence with re- 
gard to God rather than to celebrate him 
by doctrines which appeared to him 
doubtful. The pride of the early Stoics 
induced the greater portion of them to 
prefer themselves even to the Divine 
Being: the more modern (Marcus 
Aurelius especially) were more reason- 
able, and taught that it is necessary to 
be virtuous and to do good to men, in 
order to imitate God, and to conform to 
his will; but they did not found this con- 
clusion upon the doctrine of future re- 
wards and punishments. 

‘Lhe author takes occasion of the ex- 
tensive details he has collected relative 
to the uncertain morality of the Greeks 
and Romans, to elevate as it deserves, 
the excellence of the Christian Religion, 
and its vast superiority over every other 
system of philosophy.—Rev. Encyc. 
( Languinais.) 

Increase in the quantity of Rain.—M. 
Flauguergues of Vivers, who has for 
forty-seven years carefully observed the 
quantity of rain that fell, has remarked 
by taking periods of ten years, that the 
quantity of rain is continually increasing 
and also the annual number of rainy and 
cloudy days, not only at Viviers, but, 
throughout the sou h of France. 


New Theory of Vision.—For the last 
century at least, the retina, or membrane 
which lines the bottom of the eye, has 
been uniformly assumed by metaphysi- 
cians, mathematicians, and physiologists, 
as the seat of vision. M. Lehot, an 
officer of a Royal Engineer corps, in a 
volume which he has recently published 
in Paris, has started a new opinion, and 
contends that the vitreous humour is the 
seat of the impression of luminous rays. 
He denies that there is any direct proof 
of the popular opinion that our ideas of 
external objects are derived from images 
of them painted on the retina. He 
argues that the retina is pierced by 
numerous vessels, that in many animals 
this membrane is folded; and consequent- 
ly that its surface is irregular, and in- 
capable of conveying clear and distinct 
impressions to the mind. Those who 
suppose the retina to be the immediate 
seat of vision, he adds, have never been 
able to explain the power we possess of 


|| adapting the eye to different distances; 


and he announces that his hypothesis 
has led to the discovery of a mathemati- 
cal law for the estimation of distances, 
and the real and apparent magnitude of 
bodies. 
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RELIGIOUS TRACTS IN FRANCE, 


From the March number of the 
Edinburgh Christian Instructor, we 
learn that a Society has been recent- 
ly formed in Glasgow for the print- 
ing and distributing of religious 
tracts in France. In their appeal 
to the public, the Committee of the 
Society state that low, immoral, and 
profane ballads are now circulated 
in that kingdom with unparalleled 
diligence; that the myriads of haw- 
kers, who traverse every district 
and corner of the country, go out 
loaded with these pernicious publi- 
cations, and that their effects are 
demoralizing in the extreme. The 
Committee believe that if Religious 
Historical Tracts, printed and done 
up in the same form as those of an 
opposite tendency, could be sold to 
hawkers at a cheaper rate, it would 
go far to throw out of the market 
these seeds of infidelity and wicked- 
ness. Indeed, they say, the experi- 
ment on a small scale, has been 
made; through the liberality of 
Christians in Scotland, thousands 
of Tracts have been printed, and 
having been furnished to the haw- 
kers at a low price, have been ex- 
tensively circulated, and have done 
much good. It will be the aim of 
the new Society to give system and 
permanency to the efforts of all who 
may be disposed to engage in this 
good cause. ‘The Committee close 
their appeal to the public with the 
relation of the following animating 
fact, which they say came under 
the personal observation of one of 
their number. 

A translation of the Tract 
“Serious thoughts on Eternity,” 
had found its way into the Shop of 
Mr. B . a manufacturer of con- 
siderable intluence and property in 
B » in the south of France, a 








town containing, without a single 
exception, a thoroughly popish com- 








munity; he took it up and read it; 
it alarmed him, and he read it again; 
he pondered much over it for some 
time, as it was the only book of the 
kind that had ever fallen in his way; 
in this Tract were several refer- 
ences to the New Testament; this 
wis a book he had never seen, and 
he longed to search further into a 
subject which now appeared to him 
of immense moment: he searched 
every store in town to see if they 
contained such a book, and at last 
in the shop of a bookseller, to whom 
a Protestant clergyman had sent a 
few copies, with the faint hope that 
they might meet a purchaser, he 
discovered the volume he wanted; 
he read the Tract again, and gon- 
sulted all the pages in the New 
Testament referred to; he pondered 
what these things could mean; he 
was awakened to a serious concern 
for his immortal soul, and the New 
Testament was now his constant 
study. Atlength he thought with 
himself—are there none that are 
concerned about these truths? and 
he concluded, that the individual 
who had sent the New Testament 
to the bookseller, must surely feel 
their importance and value; he had 
made the necessary inquiries, and 
found that it had been sent by the 
Protestant clergyman at T ; he 
wrote to a friend in the same town, 
requesting him to call upon the 
clergyman, to say that he had seen 
the New Testament, and was de- 
sirous of corresponding with him on 
the subjects contained in it. Of this 
invitation the clergyman gladly avail- 
ed himself, and commenced a cor- 
respondence which was not speed- 
ily terminated; Mr, B’s—~ heart was 
touched by the influence of the Holy 
Spirit, and his mind gradually open- 
ed to a knowledge of divine things, 
He left the Romish communion, 





‘anc is now a most useful and de- 
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voted servant of the Lord Jesus. 
By a letter lately received, he had 
sold at reduced prices, in the town 
where he resided, and villages 
around, upwards ef eleven hundred 
New Testaments, and had also sold 
and distributed several thousands of 
religious Tracts; he has been the 
means likewise, it is added, of 
awakening the attention of several 
of his friends, to a concern for their 
souls, and amongst others, of two 
og priests, who, although they 
ave not left the Church of Rome, 
are now active in exhorting their 
parishioners to read the Scriptures. 
Thus it is that by the blessing of 
God, one single Tract has been the 
means of the circulation of eleven 
hundred New Testaments, several 
thousand T'racts, the conversion of 
at least one individual, and the 
awakening, and it is to be hoped, 
the conversion also, of two Popish 
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Priests. Let us not therefore re. 
move our hand from a work so 
auspiciously commenced, but stead- 
ily persevere in the diligent use of 
the means, praying withal for a still 
more abundant outpouring of the 
Divine Spirit to accompany them. 
P.S. From the London Tract 
Magazine for April, we learn, that 
since the formation of the Glasgow 
Society, the Minister of the interior 
of France has decided that the 
hawking of books and pamphlets is 
contrary to law, and that he has 
instructed the Mayors in all the de- 
partments to inform the Attorney 
General of every individual, who 
may be detected in transgressing 
this regulation. “This,” says the 
Editor of the Magazine, “is another 
instance of the earnest endeavours 
now making in the Roman Catholic 
countries, to prevent the diffusion 
{the light of Truth.”"—[M. Y. 0d. 
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NORTH CAROLINA CONVENTION, 


The annual Convention of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in this 
State, assembled at Washington on 
the 21st, and adjourned on the 25th 
ult. A friend has politely furnished 
us with the following notice of its 
Proceedings: 

Nine Clergymen, including the 
Bishop, and nineteen Laymen, re- 
presenting eleven Churches, were 
present. After the organization oi 
the Convention and celebration o} 
Divine Service, the Rev. Mr, 
Wright, of Wadesborouch, deliver- 
ed a Discourse suited to the occas- 
jon, and each morning and evening 
of the Session, Prayers were offered 
and a Sermon preached, and the 
Rite of Confirmation was adminis- 
tered to twenty-nine persons. On 
Sunday the Bishop held an Ordina- 
tion, and admitted Mr. C. C. Brain- 
ard, recently from Vermont, to the 





Holy Order of Deacons, and the 
Rev. Joseph Pierson, officiating in 
Washington, to that of Priests. 
Sermon by the Bishop, and Presen- 
tations of the Candidates by Rev. 
Messrs. Empie and Mason, (of 
Newbern.) The newly organized 
Parish in Hillsborough was received 
into Union, and the Reports from 
ihe different Churches afforded 
cause for gratitude to “the Great 
Shepherd and Bishop of Soul’s, for 
is continued care and watchful 
providence,”’ and for the measure 
f success with which he has bless- 
-d the Ministration of his Word and 
Sacraments. 

The convention will next meet 
at Hillsborough. The Sermon by 
the Bishop is shortly te be publish- 
ed. 


The Rev. Mr. Greene delivered 
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an interesting Discourse in behalf 
of the Missionary Society, and 8 














eee PRON 




















1625. AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIBTY. 567 


generous contribution was made in 
aid of its funds. 
Carolina Observer. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

This great National Insutuuon 
celebrated its ninth anniversary on 
17th May. The officers of the soci- 
ety, and those gentlemen who were 
to. take part in the exercises of the 
day met at the Society’s House in 
Nassau street, and at 10 o’clock 
moved in procession to the City 
Hotel. The chair was taken by his 
Excellency Governor Clinton, one 
of the Vice Presidents of the 
Society; who was supported by 
Colonel Varick, the Hon. Smith 
Thompson, of the Supreme Court 
of the United States. Jobn Bolton, 
Esq. and Col. Robt. Troup, Chief 
Justice Savage, and Judges Suther- 
land and Woodworth, of the Su- 
preme Court, were also present. 

The exercises were commenced 
by the reading of the 103d Psalm 
by the Rev. Dr. Porter, of Cattskill; 
after which Gov. Clinton briefly 
addressed the meeting, and paid an 


eloquent tribute to the memory of 


Gen. Clarkson, whose place, as 
presiding officer on such occasions, 
he now filled. Letters of* apology 
for absence were then read from 
the President of the United States, 
from the venerable John Jay, Pre- 
sident of the Society, and others; 
and an address by Mr. Jay was read 
by the Rev. Dr. Milnor. 

The annual report of the Treas- 
urer, presented by W. W. Wool- 
sey, Esq. represented the finances 
of the institution in a very flourish- 
Ing condition; the receipts of the 
present year exceeding those of the 
last by the sum of $4589. The 
peport of the Board of Managers 
was then read by the Rev. Dr. 
McAuley, one of the Society’s 
Secretaries.—It is impossible, here, 
to offer in much detail the contents 
of this important docement. = It 





appears that the labours of the 
managers have been pertormed with 
the most perfect harmony, and with 
punabated diligence and zeal. The 
affairs of the wstitution are in every 
respect highly prosperous, and en- 
couraging, but its receipts are still 
inadequate to the increasing wants 
ot the country. 

For the sake of brevity, we adopt 
the condensed account of the 
Society’s operations, given in the 
Daily Advertiser. 

There have been printed at the 
Depository during the year, 48,550 
Bibles and Testaments, including 
2000 Spanish Bibles;—making a 
total in the nine years of the Society’s 
existence of 451,902 Bibles and 
Testaments, and parts of the latter, 
printed, or otherwise obtained by 
the Society. Stereotype plates for 
a Pocket Bible are casting, and are 
expected to be completed by the 
ensuing autumn. ‘There have been 
issued from the Depository in the 
course of the year 63,851 Bibles 
and ‘Testaments, and the Gospels in 
the Mohawk language; making a 
total since the establishment of the 
Society of 372.913 Bibles and Tes- 
taments, and parts of the latter, ex- 
clusive of the number issued by the 
Kentucky Bible Society. The 
Managers have been recently en- 
gaged in contributing to the Supply 
of penitentiaries and prisons with 
the Scriptures; and the troops sta-~ 
tioned at remote posts of the United 
States; the army and navy both 
being now furnished with Bibles 
from the same source. The 
Managers have granted $500 to as- 
sist In the translation and publication 
of the Scriptures in some of the 
languages of the native tribes of 
Peru; one of which tribes contains 
million of people. Gratuitous dona- 
tions of the Scriptures for distribu- 
tion, principally in the new Terri- 
tories of the Union, have been made 





during the year to the value of $10,- 


I aa7. The number of new Aux- 
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iliaries, recognized during the year 
has been 45. Many of the Auxi- 
liaries have been actively and zeal- 
ously engaged during the year, in 
»romoting the objects of the Parent 
Institution, and in supplying the 
destitute in their several districts 
with the Holy Scriptures. 

Afier reading the report, the fol- 
lowing resolutions were unanimously 
passed:— 

On motion ofthe Rev. Dr. Gunn, 
of the Dutch Church in this city, 
seconded by George Griffin, Esq. 

1. Resolved, That the Report of 
the Managers, parts of which have 
been now read, be approved and 
adopted, and that it be printed under 
their direction. 

On motion of Hon. Samuel M. 
Ilonkins, of Albany, seconded by 
the Rev. Mr. Mortimer, of the 
Moravian Church in this city. 

2. Resolved, That the thanks of 
the Society be given to the mana- 
gers, for their services during the 
past year. 

On motion of President Carnahan, 
of Princeton College, seconded by 
Isaac C. Bates, Esq. of Northamp- 
ton, Mass. 

3. Resolved, That the thanks of 
the Society be given to the Presi- 
dent and Vice-Presidents, for the 
continuance of their patronage and 
support. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. M‘I]- 
vaine, Episcopal Chaplain to the 
U. S. Military Academy at West 
Point, seconded by G. Suckley, Esq. 

4. Resolved, That this Society 
return their thanks to the Secreta- 
ries and Treasurer, for their many 
and faithful services, gratuitously 
rendered, 

This resolution was replied to on 
the part of the Secretaries and 
Treasurer, by the Rev. C. G. 
Somers one of the Secretaries. 

On motion of Col. R. Varick, 
seconded by the Hon. James Kent, 
late Chancellor of the state of New 
York, 
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5. Resolved, That while this 
Society with humble submission to 
the will of Almighty God, regret 


jthe death oftheir Vice President, 


General Matthew Clarkson, they 
will cherish the most affectionate 
remembrance of his ardent piety, 
his essential services, and his firm 
attachment to the great cause of the 
Bible Society. 

On motion of the Rev. Myr. 
Davis, of Augusta, Georgia, second- 
ed by John Griscom, LL. D. of 
the Society of Friends. 

6. Resolved, that the thanks of 
the Society be given to the Auxili- 
aries, for their zeal, activity, effici- 
ency, and co-operativn. 

On motion of Theodore Dwight, 
Esq. seconded by Isaac Carow, esq. 

7. Resolved, that this Society re- 
joice in the success of kindred insti- 
tutions throughout the world, in 
which so many multitudes are en- 
gaged to promote translations of the 
Holy Scriptures, and their wider 
circulation; and that they will prose- 
cute their Jabours, relying on the 
Divine Blessing, with a constant re- 
gard to the glorv of God, and the 
highest interests of their fellow-men. 

In relation to the addresses of the 
several speakers, and the other 
exercises of the day, we would re- 
mark that it is believed they pos- 
sessed, as a whole, a higher interest 
than those of any former similar 
occasion. 

We shall offer no sketch of the 
different addresses delivered, intend- 
ing to insert hereafter, entire, such 
of them as it shall be deemed ex- 
pedient to copy. In addition to the 
speakers already named, the Rev. 
Eustace Carey, of Serampore, was 
introduced by Dr. Milnor, on 
moving the 7th resolution, and the 
Rev. Mr. Ellis, of the London 
Missionary Society, by Dr. Wood- 
hull. Both these gentlemen ad- 
dressed the meeting in an interesting 
and impressive manner. 

[.Vew York Observer. 
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The Anniversary of the Ameri- | 


can Society for meliorating the con- 
dition of the Jews, was held on 
Friday evening in Washington Hall, 
New York. The large room in 
that building having been previ- 
ously prepared for the Astronomi- 
cal Lectures of Mr. Goodacre, en- 
abled a large number to witness the 
interesting proceedings of the even- 
ing. At half past 7 o’clock, the 
Rev. Dr. Milnor, President of the 
Society, took the chair, anda prayer 
was offered by the Rev. Mr. Mc- 
Clay. The annual report was pre- 
sented by the Rev. Mr. Ogelvie, of 
the i4th Presbyterian Church jn 
this city, and coming from the pen 
of that gentleman, was considered 
by those who heard it, to be a 
masterly production. It was read 
also, in such a manner, that wee 
believe every one in the room could 
distinctly hear it. We gathered 
from this document, that since the 
Jast anniversary 109 auxiliaries have 
been added, making the whole 
number 322—that the present funds 
of the Society amount to $13,841. 
A farm of about 400 acres has been 
rented in the town of Harrison, 
Westchester County, to which the 
converted Jews, now in this country, 
are to repair forthwith. An agent 
is about to visit Europe to promote 
the views of the Society, and happy 
results are expected from his mis- 
sion. 

After the report was read, several 
resolutions were offered and unani-: 
mously passed. In offering and 
seconding of which, addresses were 
delivered by the Rev. Dr. Proudfit, 
Rev. Mr. Cuyler, Rev. Mr. Smith, 
of Balston, and the Rev. Mr. Mal- 
com, of Hudson. 

After these gentlemen had finish- 
ed, the Rev. Dr. Rowen introduced 
two interesting young gentlemen 
from Europe, who had become con- 
verts to Christianity, viz. Mr. Jacobi 
and Dr. Wolfe, who addressed the 
audience in a very feeling manner, 
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After the exercises were closed, the 
Society proceeded to the election 
of officers and directors for the 
ensuing year. 

After the election had taken 
place, a vote gf thanks was unani- 
mously passed to Mr. M‘Intyre, for 
his politeness in granting the use of 
the Hall; and also to Mr. Geodacre, 
for his persevering, exertions in pre- 
paring it so judiciously and conveni- 
ently for the accommodation of the 
audience. | Jb. 


CONVENTION OF NEW-JERSEY. 


The forty-second annual Conven- 
tion of the Diocess of New-Jersey, 
was held in St. Peter’s Church, 
Perth Amboy, on the 25th and 26th 
May. A full meeting of clerical 
and lay delegates was had, and the 
business of the convention was 
transacted with great harmony and 
unanimity. | 

ps 
CONVENTION OF CONNECTICUT. 

The annual Convention of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church of 
Connecticut, was held at Hartford 
on the Ist and 2d of June. The 
Clergy of the Diocess were gene- 
rally present, and about fifty lay de- 
legates from the several parishes. 
The Parochial Reports, and the Re- 
ports of the Missionaries of the So- 
ciety for the Promotion of Chris- 
tian Knowledge, were for the most 
part interesting, and afforded an 
encouraging view of the state of 
the Church in the several sections 
of the Diocess. The most impor- 
tant transaction, was the adoption 
of the revised Constitution, which 
was submitted to the consideration 
of the parishes in 1821. 

The Convention was opened by 
prayers, read by the Rev. F. Hol- 
comb, of Watertown, and a Ser- 
mon by the Rev. Sturgis Gilbert, 
of Waterbury, and the administra- 
tion of the Holy Communion, by 
the Bishop of the Diocess, assisted 
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by the Right Rev. Dr. 

the Eastern Diocess. 

In the evening a Sermon was <e- 
livered for the benefit of the Soctety 
for the Promotion of Christian |) 
Knowledge, by the Rev. H. R. Ju- 
dah, of Bridgeport. 

— 

The following contributions to the 
Education Society have been re- 
ceived since the publication of our 
last No. 

From the Auxiliary Education Society 
of Albermarle, by the Rev, F. W. 
Hatch, : - - $45 

Miss Peachy Gilmer, -  - > 

Mrs, Burnley, through the Female 


Society of Orange, = - oe 
Thomas Cramphin, Montgomery, 

Md., by the Rev. W. Bb. Ad- 

dison, - - - 200 


— 

At a meeting of the Society for 
inquiry upon the subject of Missi- 
ons, in the Theological Seminary of 
Virginia, Alexandria, July Ist, 1825, 
it was 

Resolved, That notice be given 
in the Fheological Repertory, of a 
Society in. this Institution, called a 
* Society for-inquiry upon the sub- 
ject of Missions, ”* 
which is to inquire generally into 
the state of Christ’s church mil- 
tant, and especially into that branch 
of it to which the Seminary is at- 
tached. With a further notice to 
the Editors of Theological publica- 
tions inthe U. S. that a gratuitous 
supply of their papers, addressed to 
the Society, at Alexandria, D. C. 
will be gratefully received. 

L. H. JOHNS, Ree. Sec. 
,————— 
NEW CHURCH. 

. Fhe corner stone of Christ 
Church, Pa. was laid on Wedues- 
day the. 18th inst. “ The Rev. Mr. 
Bull officiated, and after reading 
the 132d Psalm, delivered an ap- 
propriate and impressive address. 
Aller the customary ceremonies 
had been gone through, an adjourn- 
ment took place in the Lutheran 
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service was 

Peete and a sermon delivered 

by the Rev. Mr. Allen. In the 

‘evening the latter gentleman again 

preached, afier which, a collection 

“was taken up to aid in the erection 

‘of the building —PaAil. Rec. 

p ————___] 

The Treasurer of the Domestic 
and Foreign Missionary Society 
of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States of 
America, acknowledyes the re- 
ceipt of the following surns, viz: 

' ‘To constitute the Rev. Benjamin 

C Cutler, of Quincy, Massachu- 

| setts, a patron, - - $$ 50 

From the Female Auxiliary Soci- 
ety of Beaufort, (S. C.) by the 
hands of the Key. Joseph R. 
Walker, for Green Bay Mission, 103 

Mombly contributions of two per- 

sons for Green Bay Mission, 

From Maria Booth, aagtin 
City, D C. : - 

From the Ladies Sunday School 
Association, of Hartford, Con. 


8 


a 


10 


$167 
HALE, Treasurer. 
—— 
Episcopal Theological Seminary of 
| Ohio.— the preparatory departments of 
this institution, are for the present open- 
ed at the residence of the President, 
Bishop P. Chase, near Worthington. 
Two instructors of well knewn ability 
have been engaged to assist the Presi- 
dent, and the course of study is the same 
as in the most approved Academies and 
Colleges. The students will reside un- 
der the same roof with the President 
and Instructors, and be continually 
subject to their inspection. ‘The terms 
will be as follows:— Tuition in the Colle- 
giate Studies, (per annum,) $20; Acade- 
mical Studies, $10; Board per week, $1; 
Incidental expenses, 25 cents.—Candi- 
dates for Orders will receive instruction 
gratis. — Pittsburgh Recorder, 


—_— = 





June 30th, 1825. 
THOS. 


REV. MR, SUMMERFIELD. 
The Rev. Mr. Summerfield 
having been waited upon a few day@ 
before his death, by the Chairman 
of the Committee appointed to pre- 
pare the address of the Executive 








{ Committee of the American Tract 


























1825. . OBITUARY OF MISS M’GUIRE. STi 


Society, which was inserted in our 
last, expressed his earnest desire. 
that his name should appear with 
those of his brethren in the ministry, 
as an evidence of the deep interest 
he felt in the prosperity of this Socie- 
ty. Atameeting a few days afier his 
decease, the Executive Committee 
resolved unanimously to enter upon 
the r minutes the following record: 

The Committee having, since their 
last meeting, been called to mourn over 
the severe loss te which it has been the 
will of God to subject this infant institu- 
tion, in the demise of one of its ablest 
founders and friends, the Rev. John 
Summerfield, of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, deem it their duty to place 
on record among their earliest transac- 
tions, a notice of this afflicting event. 
While they forbear in the slightest man- 
nerto murmur at the inserutable cis- 
pensation of an all-wise Providence, they 
cannot withhold the expression of their 
grief at the loss of so mach unfeigned 
piety, active zeal, Christian liberality, 
splendid talent and warm devotion to 
the particular object of this Society, as 
characterized their deceased associate 
and friend. With the respected religi- 
Ous community to which he was attach- 
ed, with his immediate relatives and 
friends, and with the many useful Insti- 
tutions with which he was connected, 
the Committee sincerely sympathize, 
and will delight long to cherish in. their 
minds the pleasing recollection of so 
grateful a circumstance as that of which 
they are assured, that amongst the Jast 
aspirations of a saint, now as we trust 
in the bosom of his Savionr and his God, 
this institution was so affectionately re- 
membered, and his kindest wishes left 
for its prosperity and success. 

NM. Y. Observer. 


{Communicated for the Repertory.] 
OBITUARY 
OF MISS SUSAN M’GUIRE, 

Who died in Winchester, Virginia, on 
Friday, the 27th of May, 1825, aged 13 
years. 

The life and death of the interest- 
ing child who forms the subject of 
the following remarks, were of such 
a character, as to make it the duty 
of him who offers them, to take 








some public method of celebrati: g 
that grace of God, which se remains 
ably manifested itself in the close 
of her short life. The following 
narrative, with the observations ac- 
companying, are communicated for 
the pages of the Repertory, under 
the encouraging hope, and with the 
earnest prayer, that the Spirit of 
God may carry them with strong 
conviction to the hearts of parenis 
and children; and constrain them to 
seek the same blessing, from a 
source which is always open, and 
never exhausted, 

Aon Susanna M’Guire was te 
child of Christian parents, who dec 
cated her to Almighty God by baps 
tism, in the Protestant Episcopal 
Courch, of which they were inem- 
bers. She did not long enjoy the 
example and instruction of her pa- 
rents, as they were both removed 
from this world while she was yet 
very young. A kind Providence, 
however, supplied their place, by a 
brother and sister, who were old 
enough to take the charge of an 
orphan family, and whose hearts 
having heen changed by the good 
Spirit of God, disposed them to per- 
form all the duties of Christian pa- 
rents. With them she continued 
until three years since, when she re- 
moved to Fredericksburg, and lived 
for two years in the family of her 
eldest brother, the Reverend Mr, 
M’Guire. In this situation she en- 
joyed every religious advantage, and 
was ever punctual in her attendance 
at the Sunday school, Prayer meet- 
ings, and the worship of the temple. 
Her temper and deportment during 
this period, were such as to endear 
her to all her associates, making 
her a common favourite among 
them, and recommending her to 
older persons, as one of g¢he most 
obedient and affectionate of children. 
Towards the cluse of the second 
year of her stay in Fredericksburg, 
it was clearly perceived that her 
health, which had Jong been deli- 
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cate, was so rapidly declining, that 
there was little prospect of the long 
continuance of life to her. It was 
now that her brother felt it to be his 
solenin duty to deal faithfully with 
her soul, and urge upon her to pre- 
pare for an event which seemed 80 
probable. This was rendered the 
more a duty, because, although she 
was every thing that could be wish- 
ed, as to her temper and conduct 
towards all with whom she was as- 
sociated on earth, and although she 
was regular in her attention to all 
the forms end outward exercises of 
religiun, she had afforded no suffi- 
cient evidence that her heart was 
affected, and her understanding en 

lightened with the holy truths of the 
Gospel, by the operation of the 
Holy Ghost. To this important 
subject she was urged to apply her- 
self, and although the desired effect 
was hol immediately perceived, it 
may have contributed not a little to 
her gradual preparation for the 
happy death ‘which awaited her. 
Her health thus declining, she was 
removed during the last summer to 
Winchester, where she again enjoy- 
ed the advantages of religious inter- 
course in the society of pious friends 
and relatives. Under their direc- 
tion, she read many little works of 
piety, well calculated to enlighten 
her mind, and impress her heart 
with the saving truths of the Gospel. 
As the time of her dissolution drew 
hear, she was conversed with, and 
written to, by those most deeply in- 
terested in her welfare, and addres- 
sed as one who was soon to depart. 
Her meek and timid spirit became 
agitated at the thought of that great 
change which was at hand. She 
had vot yet received the Holy Ghost 
in its sweet and comforting assu- 
rance of God’s favour, and ier eter- 
nal blessedness. But this manifes- 
tation was soon to be granted her. 
About two weeks before her death, 
she appeared to be under deep con- 
victions and much engaged in prayer 
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for some days; when suddenly rais- 
ing herself in bed, she exclaimed, 
“he will support me, he does com- 
fort me; what could support me in 
this trying hour, but an Almighty 
power!” On being asked who she 
meant, she replied, “my Saviour.” 
She then called all in the room to 
her bed side, said she was dying, but 
that she was happy, and that was 
enough, that it was wrong to cry, 
she would soon be in heaven. Soon 
after she revived a httle, and ap- 
peared to be better. ‘Now, (she 
said) the devil is trying to persuade 
me not to pray, that I shall get well, 
but I will not believe him; I| will 
pray, for then I am happy.” She 
continued to talk through the night 
of the goodness of God: her heart 
seemed so filled with the love of 
Christ, that ske could not sleep. 
[In the morning she said to one of 
the family, she was very happy, that 
God was very good to her a wicked 
sinner, that he supported her thro’ 
all her trials. She continued ina 
calm state of mind through the day. 
In the evening, ore of her sisters 
after reading to her in the Bible, 
asked her if she was quite happy— 
she replied, “not as happy as I was 
last night;’”? on being asked why, 
she said, **because I have not pray- 
eddately.” She continued ina calm 
and desirable state of mind until the 
evening before her death, when she 
seemed much distressed, and said, 
the devil had tempted her to believe 
that she would get well, and that it 
was useless to pray, and she had 
been listening to him, and let her 
Saviour go, and now she could ‘not 
pray. One of her sisters offering 
to pray for her, she said she should 
like to hear the prayers for the sick 
and dying, out of the Prayer Book. 
She was particularly affected by the 
prayer “for persons troubled in mind 
or conscience.” She requested 


that it might be read again and again, 
until she thought her sister was fa- 
tigued, when taking the book, she 
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read it herself, dwelling on every 
sentence, and saying it suited her 
case. She remained in a state of 
anxiety and fervent prayer all night. 
In the morning, she said she should 
die, but hoped to go to Heaven, and 
meet all her friends there, where 
there would be no more sorrow and 
pain, and they would part no more. 
She then requested Mr. Walls, an 
old and venerable minister of the 
Methodist Church, to be sent for to 
comfort and encourage her. He 
had visited her before, her own min- 
ister being absent at the Convention, 
and administered much consolation 
to her fearful spirit. He came im- 
mediately, and gave to the writer 
of this narrative, the following ac- 
count of this last and most affecting 
scene:” “I found her in the ago- 
nies of death, and near to her depar- 
ture. I sat down in the room some 
distance from her. After some 
time, she reached out her hand and 
beckoned to me, and seemed glad 
to see me. I asked her how she 
was; she said, very sick. I told her 
she would soon be in Heaven, that 
blessed place. She said, yes, O yes. 
She then went on to say—‘“a few 
days ago I was very happy, but Sa- 
tan, that ugly creature, tempted me 
with the world, and made me think 
I should not die; and I thought I 
sinned against God.” I told her it 
was no sin to be tempted; Jesus was 
tempted, and that it was no sin un- 
less we yielded to it. She desired 
us to sing—we sang a few verses 
and prayed. She observed several 
times that she could not see. She 
could not talk much, but was per- 
fectly calm, sensible, and rational. 
She observed to one standing by, 
that her pain was excruciating, but 
such was her fortitude that it scarce- 
ly altered her countenance. She 
lay sometime as though she would 
sleep. I saw that death was ap- 
proaching fast. I sat down by her 
and encouraged her not to fear, that 


though her flesh and heart should | 
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fail, God was the strength of her 
heart and her portion forever. She 
said she could not talk any more; I 
told her I did not wish her to exert 
herself, | would talk till Jesus would 
light up the gloomy vale. I spoke 
of the glories of Heaven, and the 
happy scene that would soon open 
upon her astonished soul. She lay 
silent for several minutes, perhaps 
twenty; there seemed to be a smile 
on her countenance several times, 
To our utter astonishment, when we 
thought all was over, she opened 
her eyes and looked at me with @ 
heavenly smile—her countevance 
lightening up and her eyes sparkling 
with joy, and exclaimed, “he is 
come, he is come, Jesus is come; 
that precious dear ftriend!”’—then in 
an extacy clapped her hands, turn- 
ed herself over, and throwing open 
her arms, she cried out with em- 
phasis: 
“Jesus (indeed) can make a dying bed, 
Feel soft as downy pillows are; 
While on his breast I lean my head, 
And breathe my life out sweetly there.” 
She then said, “I am going, I am 
going to Jesus—where are my sis- 
ters and friends, tell them tu come, 
and spoke as if she were in a hurry; 
when they came, she said, good bye, 
good bye, farewell; help me, help 
me, there are more of my friends 
yet, tell them all to come, and all 
the servants to come.” To an old 
servant who had been with her from 
her infancy, and to whom she was 
much attached, she said, “come 
stoop down and kiss me; God bless 
you, that is enough; I feel that I am 
going.” Her recollection was very 
remarkable, she seemed to remem- 
ber every one of her friends. It is 
impossible to describe her looks, they 
were so heavenly. One that was 
present observed, my dear, the Lord 
has wiped away every tear from your 
eyes.” “Yes indeed (she" said) 


blessed be his Holy name, and all 
that is within me praise him.” She 
then turned to me and said, “J 
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thought I was going, and Jesus was | 
coming to take me, but I am afraid | 
he wiildelay.” I told her noi to be 
impatient, for Jesus was come; she | 
then raised her hand and smiled, | 
and in one moment, sunk in death, 
without a sigh or groan.” | 
To which t the writer of this article | 
must add, that the old gentle nan_ 
who has given the above account. 
in which he is joined by those ohn 
were present—declares that in the | 
course of a long life, in which he has | 
witnessed many happy deaths, he | 
has never seen one of so young a 
person, which exhibited so complete | 
a trial of grace ever nature; and so ' 
blessed an assurance of a glorious | 
immortality. And there were others | 
present, who by their own happy | 
experience, knew the power and | 
blessedness of religion, and had seen | 
it exemplified in the peaceful deaths 
of the righteous, but had never wit- 
nessed in old or young, so edifying, | 
so rejoicing, so heavenly a scene. 
Sucha display of divine grace, bless- | 
ing the means of its own appoint- 
ment, to the conversion of an im 
mortal soul, and enabling a poor 
timid child, whose meek and sensi- 
tive character shrunk from observa- 
tion, and made her fear to take the 
least hope to herse’f during life, to 
triumph in the awful heur of death, 
and proclaim the praises of her Re- 
deemer; calls upon us all to ac- 
knowledge the power and goodness 
of God, and endeavour to obtain the 
game blessing for ourselves and 
children. A few considerations by 
way of improvement, will now be 
offered in relation to the above nar. 
rative. In the first place, let pa- 
rents and all others who have im- 
mortal beings entrusted to their care, 
be encouraged to train them up in 
the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. © This dear child had believ- 








ing parents, (a privilege how great) | 
who dedicated her to God in early | 
infancy, and who, thouch they were 

removed by the hand of death, be- } 
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fore she gave any evidence of the 
influence of the Holy Spiritoperating 
on her affections, yet doubiess offer- 
ed up the effectual fervent prayers 
of the righteous in behalf of their 
beleved child, wnich may have been 
answered long after they had gone 
to their rest. Let it also be remem- 
bered, that this child ever enjoyed 
the society and example of pious 
persons, and possesed every reli- 
gious advantage which could be af- 
forded for turning her youtaful mind 
to God. She lived in families where 
God was daily worshipped, was 
taught and accustomed to kneel be- 
fore him and offer up her own pray- 
ers; was in the constant habit of 
reading his Holy Word, and also 
attended all the public services of 
tne Sabbath. She was also a mem- 
ber of the Sunday School, and was 
conversant with all the excellent 
books used in that Holy Institution, 
and attended those private meetings 
for prayer and exhortation which 
have been so greatly blessed to the 
salvation of souls. She was thus 
brought up for that Saviour, who 
so abundantly received, and blessed 
her in the hour of death, and not 
for that world which for ever aban- 
dons us ia the hour of extremity. 
Let such considerations, condemn 
that most unchristian sentiment, but 
too prevalent in the world, that reli- 
gious education is but of little avail, 
and that those are as likely to be- 
come the subjects of God’s renew- 
ing grace, who are left to them- 
selves, to follow the devices and de- 
sires of their own hearts, and to a- 
dopt the manners and habits of the 
world, as those who are anxiously, 
and watchfully, and prayerfally 
trained up for Heaven, restrained 
trom the evil of the world, and as 
far as possible, kept ata distance 
from the society of those, whose 
parents have no other object in view 
but the promotion of their worldly 
honor and profit. What is there in 
this world which can compare in 
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the estimation of a christian parent, 
with such a death as the above! 
What parent but would willingly 
give up a beloved child into the 
arms of a Saviour, when it is so 
plain that Jesus has come? when 
the dear child exclaims, “I see 
hin, | see him.” Again, let it 
encourage parents, and ministers, 
and others having the care of souls. 
to persevere in their exertions, and 
not faint in their minds, because 
they do not see the immediate effect 
of their labors and prayers; seeing 
that this child, though very obser- 
vant of all those means of grace 
which were suited to her age, af- 
forded no decisive proof of a chang- 
ed heart, and saving faith, until 
within a few weeks of her death 
The work was doubtless preceeding 
silently, yet surely within, for a 
long time; and as the tide has al- 
ways turned before it is perceived, 
and we find ourselves borne by its 
current, so were the affections of 
this child, turned from earth to hea- 
ven, nor was it perceived by her 
friends until she was almost there, 
and began to proclaim the glories 
she beheld. Let no christian par- 
ent or guardian then, for a moment 
doubt, halt, or weary, in this good 
work, for in due season they shall 
reap, if they faint not. Just, per- 
haps, when we are growing faint, 
and despairing of success, God is 
opening the windows of Heaven, to 
pour out a blessing upon us, and 
the hard hearts of our children are 
softening under the influence of the 
gracious showers. Again, let us be 
encouraged from the circumstances 
of this case, to lay aside that false 
tenderness which is too often obser- 
ved towards the dying, of which 
even christian parents are some- 
times guilty towards their children: 
I mean forbearing to give them 
timely warning of the nearness of 
that event, which so often comes 
“like a thief in the night,” finding 
its victim, totally unconscious of, 
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and unprepared for its approach. 
We believe that the benefit, and 
consolation afforded to survivors by 
such triumphant deaths, has in 
many instances been lost, by the 
neglect of the means which in this 
case, and others similar to it, have 
been used by careful, watchful 
friends, to turn the mind of the sick 
and dying towards Heaven. Some 
who might have prepared to meet 
the King of terrors, and might have 
borne honourable testimony to the 
power of religion, had they been 
admonished to attend to the “things 
which make for our everlasting 
peace,” have suddenly been sur- 
prized—have died almost without 
knowing it, and left behind them, 
no sign of any hope beyond the 
grave, 

This dear girl was affectionately 
warned of the uncertainty of life, 
for a year previous to her death ; 
a few months before, she was: visi- 
ted by one brother, and written to 
by another, and spoken to by her 
pastoronthis very subject, all uniting 


| to intreat her to make her calling 


and election sure Although she 
was afraid to utter a word of hope 
in reply, and received in meek ac- 
quiescence only, what was thus of- 
fered, yet t is hoped that their la- 
bour was pot in vain; when death 
presented itself, and the Holy Spi- 
rit of God took full possession of 
her soul, and banished all fear, and 
she had anew song put into hep 
mouth, then did she say, “ O that 
I could see my brothers, and my 
minister; now I could talk to them 
as much as they wish.” But for 
such timely warnings, her last mo- 
ments might not have been thus 
worthy of public exhibition; she 
might have died unnoticed, and alt 
though her sweet spirit might have 
been saved, without leaving any 
blessing behind her. Again, let us 


observe in the experience of this 
sainted child, a recognition of the 
leading features of the religion of 
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Christ; that religion, which is the 
only support of the soul either of 
young orold, in the dread hour of 
death, She felt herself a wicked 
sinner; innocent as her life had 
been, by comparison with many 
other children, she feared that she 
was too great a sinner, to be admit- 
ted into Heaven. Jesus Christ was 
her hope—his name was ever on 
her tongue—by faith she saw him, 
and the Holy Ghost enabled her to 
call him Lord—she longed to de- 
part and be with Christ; when, to 
use her own expression, she “let 
him go” for amoment, she was un- 
happy; when again she saw hiin, she 
rejoiced and wished to follow him. 
Let us also see in the alternate 
hopes and fears, and in the temp- 
tations of this child, the power of 
the wicked one, who thus persecutes 
even the oldest veteran of Christ. 
She knew who it was that tempted 
her to think she would live, and 
need not pray; it was that “ugly 
creature the Devil,” but she would 
not believe him, she would pray, 
and then. be happy—thus did she 
follow the example of the blessed 
Saviour, who said, “get thee behind 
me Satan.” In hisstrength, through 
faith in his name, did she overcome 
the prince of darkness, and she has 
now received the crown of victory, 
in the Kingdom of Heaven! And 
now, dear children, who may 
read,or hear, the narrative of the 
life and death of this sweet child, 
Jet one who canassure you of the 
truth of all which has been stated, 
entreat you to go and do likewise. 
Be obedient as she was to all her 
elder brothers, sisters, aunts and 
friends; be affectionate as she was 
to all her associates, who therefore 
loved her very much; be attentive 
as she was to all the exercises. ap- 
pointed her, and you will receive 
the esteem of your teachers, and 
the approbation of your parents; 
and above all, like her, be regular 
‘in your attendance on prayer, and 
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reading at home, on worship and 


preaching in the church; delight 
yourselves in good books, and not 
in idle stories ; in pious companions, 
and not in vain and ungodly ones— 
be much with them that fear God, 
persevere in all these things; then, 
whenever you die, whether in youth 
or old age, God will accept you, as 
he has done this dear child— 
will enable you to rejoice in your 
Saviour, and leave all your friends, 
who with joy shall see you ascend 
in the arms of Cirist, to his glori- 
ous kingdom above. 
ee 
Zo Correspondents and Readers. 
“ Austratis” will find the most 
part of his extract onthe character of 
John Thornton, Esq. inserted in Vol. I. 
page 314, but as many new subscribers 
have been added since the publication 
of the first Volume, we shall embrace 
the first convenient opportunity of re- 
publishing it with the remarks of our 
correspondent. In our next we propose 
to give to our readers, a Review of the ex- 
cellent sermon of Rev. Mr. Tyng, preach- 
ed before the Prayerbook and Homily 
Society in Baltimore. We also expect 
from the pen of an able writer, a full ac- 
count of the Canonical Consecration of 
Archbishop Parker, which the Jesuits 
here and elsewhere have endeavored to 
invalidate for the purpose of overthrow- 
ing the validity of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Ministry. This subject will occu- 
py a place in two or three of the first 
Nos, of the nextvolume The continu- 
ation of the instructive and interesting 
Story of Garth Granville, we hope to be 
able to give to our readers before long. 
Also, to finish in our next, the Memoir of 
Mr. Wolf. We are also promised many 
other very interesting communications. 
————D -\- ee 
BARBADOES WESLEYAN MISSION, 
It will be recollected by our readers, 
that the Methodist chapel in the Island 
of Barbadoes was some months since 
destroyed by a mob, and that the mis- 
sionary, for the safety of his life, was 
compelled to leave the Island. The 
British government, to its honour be it 
recorded, has promptly erected another 
chapel, and given peremptory orders 
to the Governor of the Island to pro- 
tect the Wesleyan Missionaries in the 
discharge of their religious duties. 
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